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USITA SPRING CONFERENCE 
Draws Recond Attendance 


By R. C. RENO 
Editor of TELEPHONY 


SINCERE desire to secure the 
A latest information concerning 
governmental regulations and 


directives as well as data on up-to-date 
commercial, accounting and plant war- 
time practices brought a record at- 
tendance of telephone men to this 
year’s executive spring conference of 
the United States Independent Tele- 
phone Association held April 22 and 23 
at the Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago. 
The attendance this year was almost 
double that of past years. 

The program for the meeting, except- 
ing two features, consisted of reports 
from various association committees 
which have the responsibility of carry- 
ing on the functions of the association. 
The reports touched upon many prob- 
lems confronting the Independent in- 
dustry together with suggested solu- 
tions. 

This year’s conference was unique 
in that more manufacturers were rep- 
resented than at any previous spring 
meeting. The manufacturers are play- 
ing a great part in the industry’s war 
effort in consulting with operating men 
concerning the maintenance of present 
telephone equipment so that it will last 
for the duration. The suppliers have 
been doing an outstanding job in this 
respect at all telephone meetings and 
they deserve the fullest support of the 
operating industry not only during the 
war, but when normal times return. 

USITA President John R. Porter, 
Tarboro, N. C., opened the meeting by 
presenting an address in which he 
touched upon many of the difficulties 
facing the industry. He referred to the 
manpower situation and said employes 
should be convinced that because of 
favorable wages and working condi- 
tions in the telephone industry, over 
the “long pull” they would be better 
off to stay on their telephone jobs than 
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This informal photograph 

shows USITA President 

JOHN R. PORTER, Tar- 

boro, N. C., in conver- 

sation with LEIGHTON 

H. PEEBLES, Washington, 
D. Cc. 


to go into direct war production work 
with its temporary high-wage scales 
and probable unstable employment 
after the war. 


Mr. Porter emphasized the need for 
the industry to give consideration to 
the problems in the post-war period. 
He stated that such problems will in- 
clude (1) taking care of the huge 
maintenance, rehabilitation and _ re- 
placement of equipment, which has 
necessarily been deferred during the 
war, with a minimum personnel and 
(2) serving a great backlog of custo- 
mers who have been denied service 
during the war, in addition to serving 
present subscribers. 


In connection with the plant rehabil- 
itation, Mr. Porter estimated that the 
Independents probably will have to 
raise around 200 million dollars for 
this purpose after the war, which will 
be a difficult task. Referring to the 
manpower situation, he stated that 
after the first World War, 50 per cent 
of the telephone men who entered the 
service came back to the telephone in- 
dustry. He predicted that if the pres- 
ent war lasts two years longer, prob- 
ably only 25 per cent of the telephone 


men serving the country now would re- 
turn to the industry. Therefore, he 
stated, the manpower problem would 
continue in the period immediately fol- 
lowing the war. 


The national association president 
brought out that most Americans will 
save a great share of their income dur- 
ing the war investing primarily in gov- 
ernment securities and that after the 
war these savings will be spent and 
there will be a “buying spree” of all 
items which the public has been denied 
during the war. He warned that the 
industry had better be prepared to get 
its share of this tremendous post-war 
purchasing power. He said that to do 
this telephone companies must get their 
plants into shape quickly after the war 
and that he thought it was time to 
begin planning for the post-war period, 
even to the extent of laying out and 
engineering plant extensions and plac- 
ing tentative orders for equipment 
called for in those plans. 


The national association president 
urged all telephone companies to op- 
pose any effort on the part of regula- 
tory bodies to reduce their depreciation 
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rates because of the increases in de- 
preciation reserves which have come 
or will come about as a result of the 
deferred rehabilitation and _ replace- 
ment of telephone plants due to war 
conditions. Naturally, he said, the de- 
preciation reserves will increase when 
the industry is not putting in new 
plant and all of the reserves that 
telephone companies might accumulate 
during the war years will be needed 
for the post-war installation of new 
telephone plants as companies cannot 
meet a greatly increased demand for 
service with plants that are worn out, 
obsolete and inadequate. It will not 
only take all of the depreciation re- 
serves that may have accumulated by 
the end of the war but probably more 
money will be needed for the industry 
to fulfill its responsibility to the public, 
Mr. Porter said. 
Secretary-Treasurer Chas. C. Deer- 
ing, Des Moines, Iowa, in his report 
stated that membership had increased 
and that the association is in good 
financial condition. 
Vice President 
Washington, D. C., 
of the 
Washington in connection with furnish- 


Clyde S. Bailey, 
reviewed the work 
association headquarters in 
ing information to congressional com- 
mittees and with respect to activities 
of various governmental bureaus in- 
cluding the FCC, WPB, BWC, OPA, 
Internal Revenue Department, etc. 

He explained in detail provisions of 
some pertinent orders, particularly 
those concerning manpower and prior- 
ity ratings. 

Mr. Bailey paid high tribute to the 
telephone trade journals when he stated 
they are essential in keeping the in- 
dustry adequately informed and he 
urged that all telephone companies sub- 
scribe to them. 


He also commended state telephone 
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Secretary-Treasurer 





Two prominent father-and-son combinations attending the Independents’ spring meeting were (left 
to right): LLOYD WRIGHT, vice president and general manager of the Jamestown (N.Y.) Telephone 
Corp.; H. D. FARGO, vice president of TELEPHONY; JOHN H. WRIGHT, president of the Jamestown 
company and also vice president of USITA and H. D. FARGO, JR., president of TELEPHONY. 


associations for their effort to coor- 
dinate their efforts with those of the 
national association and he urged still 
greater cooperation between them. 

Brig. Gen. Frank E. Stoner, Wash- 
ington, D. C., chief, Signal Operating 
Services, Office of the Chief Signal 
Officer, was to have addressed the con- 
ference, but found it impossible to at- 
tend and his place on the program was 
taken by Col. Wm. C. Henry, chief en- 
gineer, Army Communications Division, 
Office of Chief Signal Officer. 

Colonel Henry reviewed in detail the 
duties of the Signal Corps and the place 
it has in the overall Army organization, 
both during peacetime and when the 
Army is in actual war, stating that its 
mission resolves itself into the four 
following major assignments: 


(1) Supply of signal communication 
and other electrical equipment for the 
entire Army. 

(2) Training and equipment of 
troops for signal companies and battal- 
ions in the fields. 

(3) Operation of the Army’s world- 
wide network. 


(4) Photographic and motion picture 
service of the Army. 


Colonel Henry outlined the extensive 
work of the Signal Corps in developing 
and testing new communication equip- 
ment and he stated the Corps is re- 
sponsible for much of the new design 
of communication equipment 
peacetime and wartime. 


during 


The colonel stated the Signal Corps 
depends upon the telephone industry 
for both a great amount of its man- 
power and for the production of the 
equipment, and he stated that both 
operating manufac- 
turers are doing a magnificent job of 
supplying the Corps with these serv- 
ices. 


companies and 


E. C. Blomeyer, Chicago, chairman 
of the USITA war activities commit- 
tee, reported on the work of that com- 
mittee in analyzing government orders, 
particularly those from WPB, and in 
keeping the industry informed of such 
matters through bulletins issued from 
head- 


the association’s Washington 


quarters. 
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He thanked state associations and the 
trade journals for their assistance in 
disseminating information, and _ he 
urged Independent operating com- 
panies to join the state associations 
and to subscribe to the magazines. 

Following Mr. Blomeyer’s remarks, 
an open forum on recent WPB’s U-2, 
U-3 and U-5 orders and on the Con- 
trolled Materials Plan was held. Mr. 
Blomeyer called the following men to 
the platform to conduct the discussion: 
Leighton H. Peebles, director, Bruce 
McCurdy, chief engineer, R. A. Lump- 
kin, Mattoon, IIl., telephone adviser, 
all of the WPB Communications Divi- 
sion, and B. C. Burden, USITA en- 
gineer. 

The report of the employment rela- 
tions committee of the national asso- 
ciation was to have been made by 
Chairman J. H. Agee, Lincoln, Neb.; 
however, it was impossible for him to 
attend the conference and the report 
was given by Vice Chairman V. E. 
Chaney, Fort Wayne, Ind. Mr. Chaney 
reviewed the functions and the rules 
and regulations of the various govern- 
mental bureaus having jurisdiction 
over wages and hours and manpower, 








including NLRB, Wage and Hour Di- 
vision, Wage Stabilization Act, WMC 
and SSS. His report was very com- 
plete in that it exvlained the effect of 
the innumerable government rules and 
regulations on the personnel and oper- 
ations of telephone companies. 

The second day’s session was opened 
with a report of the association’s toll 
compensation committee by Chairman 
E. M. Blakeslee, Madison, Wis. Mr. 
Blakeslee gave a resume of the steps 
leading up to the recent FCC-A. T. & 
T. toll rate compromise which provided 
for various changes in the method of 
dividing interstate toll revenues be- 
tween the Bell System and Independent 
connecting companies and which re- 
sulted in an increased proportion of 
such revenues to the Independent com- 
panies. 

Mr. Blakeslee gave details of two 
new schedules providing for greater 
compensation to the Independents for 
handling toll messages, proposed by his 
committee, which are now being con- 
sidered for adoption. He stated that 
negotiations are being carried on with 
associated Bell companies to get them 
to apply to intrastate toll traffic inter- 





A. C. REID, Genoa, Ill., president, Leich Elec- 

tric Co. (left), visited old friends at the spring 

conference in Chicago. When the cameroman 

came around he was talking to TELEPHONY’s 
A. J. STULTS. 


changed with Independent companies 
the same principles applied to the 
interstate traffic, which will result in 
a greater proportion of the intrastate 
revenues to the Independent companies. 

H. V. Bozell, New York City, chair- 
man of the USITA tax committee, re- 
ported on the committee’s work in seek- 
ing and effecting constructive changes 
in the national tax legislation in an 
effort to achieve a more sound federal 
revenue-producing structure. He said 
that the committee had worked tire- 
lessly in presenting information to con- 
gressional committees on which to base 
future recommended changes in tax 
laws. 

Mr. Bozell introduced Roswell Magill, 
New York City, attorney and former 
official of the United States Treasury, 
who has aided the committee. He dis- 
cussed income tax laws, both those 
affecting corporations and individuals, 
and emphasized the need of increased 
revenue by the government to carry on 
the war. He stated there is much con- 


lion 
atta 








Tw 
fusion as to what methods shall be hen 
adopted to raise additional needed VAR 
funds. He said that, in his opinion, cor- 

Posing for the cameraman in this photograph are these Kellogg officials (left to right): M. A. . - 
BELLION, supply sales manager; FRANK C. HEYES, priorities manager; C. D. MANNING, general porate tax rates are about as high as won 
sales manager, all of Chicago, and R. B. MILES, western manager, Kansas City, Mo. they can safely go and that any effort por 
to apply higher taxes to corporations ent 
might do our economy more harm than sta 
good; however, he predicted there will for 
be a drive to increase corporation taxes. tio: 
As to individual income tax rates, to 
he stated the withholding-tax method to 
should be the first order of business of eff 
Congress and that such a _ method ; 
should be adopted because it would re- cou 
sult in the “new rich” class, which has Ch 
received sharp increases in wages since W: 
the war began, paying its share of the act 
taxes at the time its income is received. wit 
He said this would naturally eliminate tio 
much additional spending and thereby cor 
retard inflation. rec 
Mr. Magill predicted a general retail for 
Three Stromberg-Carison officials photographed at the USITA meeting were (left to right): sales tax will be adopted and stated he - 
DR. R. H. MANSON, vice president and general manager; LLOYD SPENCER, vice president and thought it would be very useful not Sys 
general sales manager, and R. H. BARGER, teleph sales ger, all of Rochester, N. Y. only in producing several needed bil- bu 
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lions but also as an effective and direct 
attack upon the inflation problems. 

G. B. Foscue, Chicago, chairman of 
the USITA associations’ coordinating 
committee, in making his report stated 
that the national association president, 
Mr. Porter, appointed the coordinating 
committee to work towards building up 
a closer spirit of cooperation between 
the national association and state asso- 
ciations so that the industry might 
more effectively direct its operations to 
render the greatest possible assistance 
to the country during the war. 


Mr. Foscue said that letters received 
from state secretaries suggested many 
ways in which state groups and the na- 
tional unit could coordinate their 
efforts. He said that already the com- 
mittee had been active in suggesting 
the scheduling of state convention dates 
so as to save time and transportation 
facilities; in assisting state associations 
to secure principal speakers for their 
annual meetings, and in helping the 
national association perfect a complete 





Two of the North Electric's representatives 
snapped at the Chicago conference were: P. 
VAN VALKENBURGH (left) and G. A. BERTING. 


mailing procedure in order to get im- 
portant information to every Independ- 
ent telephone company. The chairman 
stated that greater activities would be 
forthcoming and he invited all associa- 
tion officers and operating companies 
to send suggestions and comments as 
to how the committee can be more 
effective in its important work. 

The report of the association’s ac- 
counting committee was made _ by 
Ranford Dunlap, Fort 
Wayne, Ind. Mr. Dunlap said the major 
activities of his committee have dealt 
with getting the Federal Communica- 
tions Committee to exempt Independent 
companies from its continuing property 
record provisions prescribed in its Uni- 
form System of Accounts and also in 
opposing suggested amendments to the 
system of accounts which would be 
burdensome to Independent companies. 
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Chairman 


Kelley McNish, Bristol, Tenn., chair- 
man of the commercial committee, in 
presenting his report, recommended 
that Independent companies convert 
their newspaper advertising to main- 
tain public relations by explaining to 
subscribers the difficulties under which 
they are operating and to try to per- 
suade the public to conserve the use of 
telephone facilities, particularly the use 
of party lines. He said there is a defi- 
nite need for such advertising. 

In discussing billing practices, Mr. 
McNish said that every effort should 





Cc. S. CADWELL, vice president and sales 

manager, American Automatic Electric 

Sales Co., Chicago, was ‘‘shot"’ after 

one of the sessions at the USITA confer- 
ence in Chicago. 


be made to have all government re- 
quests for service come in on proper 
government forms signed by author- 
ized officials so there will be no ques- 
tions as to the rendition of statements. 
He also stated that it behooves each 
company to streamline its billing oper- 
ations as much as possible in order to 
conserve time and materials. 

As to collections, Mr. McNish warned 
that no subscribers should be allowed 
to accumulate large balances, including 
government departments, and_ that 
every effort should be made to keep all 
accounts in a current cash condition. 

Referring to public good-will, the 
speaker stated that all employes should 
be selected and thoroughly trained to 
show extreme patience and sympathetic 
understanding of every subscriber’s re- 
quest and be prepared to explain fully 
why it is impossible for the company 
to render normal-time service. He said, 
of course, with the tremendous turn- 
over in personnel it is difficult to train 
employes thoroughly but that the in- 
dustry had gone through difficult times 
successfully in this regard before and 
that it can repeat. 

The report of the association’s plant 
committee was given by Chairman B. 
C. Burden, USITA engineer. Mr. 
Burden’s subject was, “The Post-War 
Telephone Plant.” In his usual inter- 





Photographed at the USITA executive confer- 

ence were LON J. JESTER, Rockford, Ill., vice 

president, Mid-West States Telephone Co. (left) 

end ROY W. SIEMUND, Chicago, president, 
Leich Sales Corp. 


esting and capable manner, Mr. Bur- 
den described the changes which he 
predicts will be made in communication 
equipment as a result of the high stage 
of development brought about by the 
war. He covered both inside and out- 
side plant, and inasmuch as his address 
was so complete and timely in view of 
post-war planning, it will be published 
in full in a future issue of TELEPHONY. 

Mr. Burden called upon F. E. Norris, 
Santa Monica, Calif., who urged all 
telephone companies to adopt a complete 
and thorough preventative maintenance 
program so as to insure the efficient 
operation of all existing telephone 
equipment during the war. 

“Traffic Problems Under War Condi- 
tions” was the subject of the report of 
W. C. Darrow, Tarboro, N. C., chair- 
man of the USITA traffic committee. 
He reviewed the difficulties under which 
traffic departments are functioning to- 
day, emphasizing the problems arising 
from the huge turnover of operating 
forces. This has presented a low ex- 
perience factor and necessarily a lower 
efficiency in rendering telephone serv- 
ice. It has been necessary to give more 
supervision to operators and to con- 
duct a continual training program 
which places a burden on the super- 
visory and experienced operating force. 

He stated the great demands for 
service have made it necessary to re- 
vise operating practices because they 
have brought about more and different 
peaks in traffic loads. He paid tribute 
to operators when he said that never 
before in the history of the industry 
have they shown more loyalty to their 
companies and to the public. 

Mr. Darrow asked Mayme Workman, 
traffic supervisor of the Illinois Tele- 
phone Association and traffic editor of 
TELEPHONY, to address the meeting. 
Mrs. Workman stated that never be- 
fore has the industry had as many 

(Please turn to page 34) 











T WOULD not be putting the case 
| too strongly to say that the House 

of Representatives has severed rela- 
tions with the Federal Communications 
Commission. It remains to be seen 
whether a sort of open warfare between 
this branch of Congress and_ this 
agency of the executive branch will de- 
velop. The cause for all the bitter feel- 
ings between the House and the FCC is 
twofold. First, and perhaps less im- 
portant at this particular stage, is the 
recent action of one member of the 
FCC, Commissioner Durr, in refusing 
point blank to reply to a questionnaire 
sent out by the Cox committee in the 
course of the latter’s authority to in- 
vestigate the FCC. 

As you probably have read in the 
press before this, Durr objected to a 
Cox committee questionnaire which 
would pry into his financial affairs. He 
bluntly suggested that if the committee 
had any suspicions as to the irregular- 
ity of his conduct, it ought to take the 
matter up with the Department of Jus- 
tice. This brought from the Cox com- 
mittee’s general counsel, Eugene Garey, 
the retort that the committee has au- 
thority to obtain such information un- 
der penalty of judicial process. 

That is about where the matter rests 
at this writing. As far as the law of 
the matter is concerned, it is well es- 
tablished that an investigating commit- 
tee of the Congress has authority to 
subpoena information and to punish 
for contempt through application to the 
district courts. There may be some 
question, from Commissioner Durr’s 
point of view, whether the information 
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FCC and House in squabble over investigation of Drs. 
Dodd and Watson and over Commissioner Durr's refusal 


to answer House's FCC investigation committee question- 


naire. . . . Might lead to "open warfare" between groups. 


sought is specific enough in this in- 
stance to support contempt action. Af- 
ter all, the federal courts have also said 
that they will not underwrite fishing 
expeditions or catch-all questions. 

The ‘consensus of feeling in the 
House of Representatives, however, as 
far as your correspondent has been 
able to gauge it, is that Commissioner 
Durr’s action merely emphasizes a de- 
fiant disposition on the part of the 
FCC towards the investigatory author- 
ity of the lower chamber of Congress. 
Disinterested observers are inclined to 
chuckle over the Durr-Garey duel as 
an example of bureaucracy getting a 
dose of its own questionnaire medicine 
and spitting it up. 

That brings us to the second inci- 
dent of bad feeling which has also been 
given pretty good coverage in the 
press. By a vote of 4 to 3, a majority 
of the FCC exonerated two of its em- 
ployes, Drs. Watson and Dodd, from 
all charges of “subversive” activities 
which have been made against them by 
a subcommittee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives Appropriations Committee. 
This subcommittee, headed by Repre- 
sentative Kerr, had found that Drs. 
Watson and Dodd were “unfit” to con- 
tinue in office. The merits or “demerits” 


of the charges against these two FCC 
employes were covered in last week’s 
issue of this department. 

A more fundamental question than 
the desirability of continuing Drs. Wat- 
son and Dodd in office has been pre- 
cipitated by the action of the FCC in 
flying into the face of the Kerr sub- 
committee. Three members of the FCC, 
Commissioners Craven, Case, and 
Payne, dissented from the majority ac- 
tion and pointed out that it would be 
better if the commission waited until 
Congress had taken final action on the 
question of whether Dodd and Watson 
should be permitted to continue their 
duties. But the majority of the com- 
mission, under the influence of Chair- 
man Fly (who seems to be pretty much 
incensed about the whole business), re- 
fused to wait for any further action by 
the House and proceeded with the ex- 
onerating “report.” This was followed 
by an announcement of the FCC that 
the commission has no intention of dis- 
missing Dodd and Watson, regardless 
of anything the House of Representa- 
tives might do. 

And so the issue has been drawn. 
It is no longer a question of whether 
Dodd and Watson are fit to continue. 
It is now a question of power—wheth- 
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er the FCC must yield to the author- 
ity of the House of Representatives to 
control its (FCC) personnel through 
the purse strings of congressional ap- 
pro} riations—or, stated the other way, 
has an administrative branch of the 
government the right to resist congres- 
sional action exercised under the cov- 
er of appropriation legislation, which, 
in effect, interferes with the authority 
of the administrative branch over the 
selection and continued employment of 
its own personnel? 

This is indeed an interesting ques- 
tion under our constitutional form of 
government. There is much to be said 
on both sides. But of one thing you can 
be sure: If Chairman Fly were casting 
about for any course of action which 
would have unified the members of the 
House into an overwhelming block of 
opposition, he could hardly have done 
better than exactly what he did do. 
Even friends of the FCC in the House 
are, after all, primarily members of 
the House. As such, they are just as 
jealous of their authority, real or fan- 
cied, as Chairman Fly is jealous of the 
authority of his commission. 

Every member of the House knows 
that a test case has now been raised 
and that if the FCC is allowed to get 
away with the continued employment 
of Drs. Dodd and Watson, the House 
might as well resign any further pre- 
tension to control over the adminis- 
trative branch of the government 
through the process of appropriation 
legislation. The issue is as simple as 
that. 

Viewed in this light, disinterested 
observers are inclined to believe that 
the action of Chairman Fly in precipi- 
tating the issue in such a take-it-or- 
leave-it manner was, to put it mildly, 
pretty clumsy footwork. But Fly, who 
has been in conference with the Presi- 
dent lately, may have other cards up 
his sleeve. It is conceivable, for ex- 
ample, that even if Congress were to 
write its appropriations bill in such un- 
mistakable terms that not a penny of 
the money it votes could be used to pay 
Drs. Watson and Dodd, other adminis- 
trative agencies could find a conven- 
ient back door to slip them on the pay- 
roll and keep them doing business at 
the same old stand. This would amount 
to further defiance of Congress and 
both the Senate and the House would 
hardly take to it very kindly. Needless 
to say, that would be quite a bit of 
grist for the mill of the Cox committee 
which is busy just now checking up on 
the FCC. 

On the surface, however, it must be 
admitted that the use by Congress of 
appropriations bills to control such an 
intra-administrative matter as person- 
ne! selection is stretching the legislative 
process pretty far. But, on the other 
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Best Story of the Week— 
What's Yours? 

An Army combat base on the 
Aleutian Islands had planned that 
the names of all its telephone ex- 
changes should begin with J, but 
it is all changed now. 

It is changed because of a colo- 
nel of infantry. He could under- 
stand, the colonel said, calling the 
artillery “Junk,” he 
«ould see nothing the matter with 


exchange 


“Jam” for the quartermaster or 
“Jilk” for the engineers. But it 
was going too far, said the colo- 
nel, to expect him to answer the 
telephone, “Jerk No. 1. 











hand, the administrative branches 
(such as the FCC) have made policy- 
making decisions, which virtually 
amount to writing legislation. That is 
stretching the administrative process 
pretty far. 

It would certainly be interesting to 
get the reactions of Washington, Jeffer- 
son, Hamilton, and a few other Found- 
ing Fathers, to the topsy-turvy way 
in which our federal government is be- 
ing conducted these days. In their 
times, under the plain direction of the 
Constitution, Congress was supposed to 
make the laws, and the 
branch was supposed to administer 
them—with funds appropriated by Con- 
gress. 


executive 


But that is not the way it seems to 
be working out at all. To listen to the 
debate raging between the opposite 
ends of Pennsylvania Avenue, the inno- 
cent bystander gets the impression that 
the executive branch is making the 
laws and that Congress, through its 
grasp on the purse strings, is attempt- 
ing to say how and by whom they shall 
be administered. We can probably trace 
this anomaly to the increasing use of 
executive orders and blank-check dele- 
gation of powers by Congress to the 
executive during the last decade. 

“It’s not fair,” say the New Dealers 
to a Congress which threatens to cut 
off this or that agency without a pen- 
ny. “You make the laws, but we are 
supposed to administer them, with our 
own people and in our own way. You 
have the duty to appropriate money 
for us to do this.” 


” 


“No such thing,” retort the congress- 
ional rebels. “You started making laws 
to suit yourself and without our ap- 
proval. So the only way we can check 
you is to cut your appropriation.” 

And so the battle goes on. Odd part 
of this quarrel is that the third gov- 
ernment branch —the judiciary — has 
evidently been short-circuited or 


blacked out of it by a lack of justici- 
able issues. Anyhow, we have not heard 
a word on the subject from the Men in 
Black. It seems only a few years ago 
we heard so many bitter words about 
“judge-made law.” Now the judges 
can’t even make the headlines. 


* * * 


One other probable effect of this con- 
flict between the House and the FCC 
will be to increase the chances of pass- 
ing legislation to reorganize the FCC. 
As readers of this department have 
been informed, there are already bills 
on this subject under consideration by 
the respective committees on interstate 
commerce of both branches of Congress. 
The Holmes Bill in the House, which is 
roughly a companion piece to the 
Wheeler-White bill in the Senate, would 
split the FCC into two divisions, one 
for radio and one for “carriers,” such 
as telephone companies, and reduce the 
status of the chairmanship to that of 
an executive officer. Earlier this year, 
your correspondent did not feel in- 
clined to give these “ripper” bills much 
chance of enactment. There is still con- 
siderable doubt about them. But if 
Chairman Fly has any more brushes 
with Congress, it is pretty difficult to 
see how such legislation can be stopped 
at this session. 

In the Senate this week, on May 6 
to be exact, Senator Wheeler of Mon- 
tana was scheduled to open hearings 
on the Wheeler-White bill. In his triple 
role of chairman of the Senate commit- 
tee, chairman of the sub-committee 
handling the bill and co-author of the 
bill itself, Wheeler is in a powerful 
position to get an early Senate vote on 
his measure. Furthermore, the way 
things are shaping up, the chances are 
pretty good that the bill will pass the 
Senate. 

Over on the House side where the 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce Com- 
mittee is under the chairmanship of a 
mild New Dealer, Representative Lea 
of California, the tendency heretofore 
has been to drag along on the Holmes 
bill — the administration hoping that 
most of the members would forget 
about it. But with the temper of the 
House stirred to white heat over what 
it regards as the “defiant attitude” of 
the FCC majority, there is no chance 
whatever that the members are going 
to forget about the Holmes bill. As a 
matter of fact, it provides a very con- 
venient weapon with which to impale 
Chairman Fly. So don’t be surprised if 
the heat is soon applied to Chairman 
Lea to get the Holmes bill out of com- 
mittee in jig time. 

The Holmes bill is presently being 
handled by a sub-committee under the 
chairmanship of Representative Bul- 

(Please turn to page 35) 
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POST-WAR STRATEGY 
For Operating Companies 


By ARNOLD RUUD 
Market Analyst 
Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co. 


[EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the sec- 
ond of a series of three articles by Mr. 
Rudd on a method of post-war planning 
by the telephone industry, based on 
known factors and trends in the na- 
tion’s economic structure and also in 
the buying habits of the American pub- 
lic. Mr. Ruud has had long experience 
in the market anaylsis field and his 
suggestions should be of interest to all 
operating companies—large and small.] 


INDUSTRIAL Shifts and Tech- 
nological Changes. Before we en- 
tered the war a decentralization 
movement was evidenced in some in- 
dustrial fields, the most noticeable being 
in the automobile industry. This same 
movement became evident in the air- 
craft industry shortly after we made 
our entry into the war, and whether 
the reasons for these moves were mil- 


itary or economic is of primary impor- 
tance when considering the probable 
permanency of an industrial shift into 
a community. The tremendous changes 
wrought in our manufacturing activity 
in plant location and operation have 
been of such magnitude that practic- 
ally every community in the country 
has been affected. 

The degree of plant dislocation neces- 
sitated by the war activity will deter- 
mine to some extent local problems 
brought about by a conversion from 
war to peacetime production operation. 
Furthermore, the mechanics of financ- 
ing the conversion of the war produc- 
tion operation into one producing for 
civilian needs have not been settled and 
is currently the subject of considerable 
discussion revolving around government 
control on the one hand and free enter- 
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prise on the other. Probably the solu- 
tion will be found somewhere between 
these two extremes, with government 
and business sharing the financial 
burdens on some pre-determined ratio. 

Whatever the solution might be, there 
still remains the necessity for analyz- 
ing each area and determining what the 
character of the final solution might 
be. A suggested approach for examin- 
ing the probable permanency of a post- 
war operation in any given area would 
be to secure the best answers to the 
following: 


I. Was the manufacturer located in 
this area prior to the war? 

(a) If so, for how long a period? 

(b) What was the extent of the 
plant conversion? 

(c) What is the nature of the prod- 
uct now being manufactured? 

(d) Is there any relationship be- 
tween the currently manufactured item 
and pre-war production? 

(e) Is the principal plant located in 
this community? If not what percent- 
age of the total operation is involved 
and what are the possibilities of con- 
solidation with the main plant? 

(f) What has taken place in the 
market formerly served by this manu- 
facturer in connection with the items 
that he formerly produced? 

II. Is the particular plant a new one 
and a result of the war activity? 

(a) If so why was this location se- 
lected? Were the reasons military or 
economic? Was it because of trans- 
portation facilities, labor supply or 
proximity to source of raw materials? 

(b) Is the construction of the new 
plant one of permanency? 

(c) What is the nature of the 
product? 

(d) Is there any relation between 
the wartime product and the pre-war 
product? 

(e) What are the principal prob- 


lems of conversion from war to peace- 
time activity? 

(f) Is it the principal plant? 

III. How many employes migrated 
into the community either with a new 
plant or the expanded operations of the 
manufacturer? 

(a) What are the curent housing 
facilities? 

(b) What is the outlook for post- 
war housing facilities? 

(c) Is there any current program 
to provide adequate housing facilities 
for new residents? 


These are fundamental considerations 
which must be answered before any 
reliable conclusion can be reached re- 
garding the post-war operations of 
either a pre-existing expanded manu- 
facturing operation or a new industrial 
activity in the community. Obviously 
a manufacturing operation housed in a 
building not designed for premanency, 
which selected the area primarily be- 
cause labor happened to be plentiful at 
that time and is not favorably located 
to the source of raw materials, is not 
a good prospect to include as a post- 
war industry in a community. A study 
should be made to determine the prob- 
able post-war scale of operations and 
whether the present employment levels 
can be approximated. 

The numerous changes occurring in 
the manufacturing activity and the de- 
velopment of new methods and prod- 
ucts, many of which are held in secrecy, 
complicate the job of determining the 
scope of a post-war industrial opera- 
tion. Some facts are known regarding 
the developments in many industries 
and a consultation with the manage- 
ment, in most instances, will develop 
some data that will be of importance 
when considering this particular prob- 
lem. However, under no circumstances 
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shold wishful thinking or mere rumor 
influence this consideration. It should 
be remembered that many manufactur- 
ing operations will be faced with the 
provlem of complete conversion which 
will require financing and considerable 
tim in many instances. Each situation 
must be considered in the light of cir- 
cumstances prevailing in a given area. 

is important that an operating 
telephone company determine what the 
probable manufacturing changes will 
be in its community since they will 
ha a direct effect on the kind of 
service it will render in the post-war 
period. That will also give a clew as 
to the changes which may have to be 
made on both inside and outside plant 
facilities. The extent of the manufac- 
turing activity will also have a direct 
effect on the economic situation in the 


area. 


Demand Greater Than Supply 
€. Income Changes and Inflation. 
The national income in 1939 was ap- 
proximately 70 billion dollars. The 1942 
estimate by the United States Depart- 
ment of Commerce placed the national 
income at approximately 117 billion 
dollars and the figure for 1943 was set 
at approximately 135 billion dollars. 
Expenditures for major goods and serv- 
ices in 1939 approximated 61.6 billion 
dollars and in 1942 approximately 81.9 
billion dollars. Accompanying these 
figures the United States Department 
of Commerce issued the following re- 


lease: 


With their incomes rising sharply, 
consumers spent 10 per cent more in 
1942 than in 1941 in an attempt to 
maintain their level of living, but suc- 
ceeded only in pushing up prices. In 
1943 incomes are continuing to rise 
while supplies of most consumer goods 
and services will shrink more rapidly 
from here on. Unless effective steps 
are taken in the fields of price control, 
ationing and fiscal policy, the outlook 
is clearing for consumers to spend as 
much as possible of their higher in- 
comes for fewer and fewer units at 
constantly higher prices each. 


The increased cost of living un- 
doubtedly accounted for a part of the 
1942 expenditures as well as the up- 
ward movement of individual earnings 
during the same period. It is significant 
to note that in 1939 expenditures for 
major goods and equipment absorbed 
approximately 88 per cent of the na- 
tional income while only 70 per cent in 
1942, which leaves a substantial dif- 
ference available to the consumer for 
spending for other goods and services. 
Taxes and including war 
bonds, will absorb a part of this excess. 


savings, 


Recreation Expenditures Up 


Another item of interest is noted in 
the amount spent for recreation in 
these two periods, with 1.53 billion 
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Telephone People Helping 
Win the War 


“The people who run our tele- 
phone lines have the satisfaction 
of knowing they are contributing 
in a vital way to winning the war. 
... It is important that the Amer- 
ican people should be reminded 
that due to private industry and 
initiative the efficient forces of 
communications, born of liberty 
of thought and action, are now 
contributing in such an important 
way to the VICTORY we know 
will come.”—CLYDE S. BAILEY, 
vice president, United States In- 
dependent Telephone Association. 











dollars in 1939 and 2.30 billion dollars 
in 1942, representing an increase of 77 
million dollars or approximately 51 per 
cent over 1939. A recent estimate by 
Randolph E. Paul, general counsel of 
the U. S. Treasury, indicated that 
based on a national income of 125 bil- 
lion dollars (the Department of Com- 
merce has since estimated 135 billion 
dollars) approximately 15 billion dol- 
lars may be absorbed by direct indi- 
vidual taxes and if savings continue at 
the 1942 level, will absorb about 25 
billion dollars. It was further pointed 
out that the supply of civilian goods 
and services available at prevailing 
price levels at that time approximated 
70 billion dollars, with a potential con- 
sumer purchasing power of 85 billion 
dollars to apply against it. 


Obviously further inflation is im- 
minent under the described conditions 
and preventive measures in the form of 
more intelligent controls are advisable. 
No intensive analysis is necessary to 
observe that this condition will have a 
profound influence on our national and 
local economic structure. Any survey 
of the potential post-war telephone 
market would include a thorough study 
of both income 
changes, since they have a direct effect 
on the fundamental characteristics of 
the type of operation to be anticipated. 


national and _ local 


Pressure on Economic Structure 

Furthermore, a substantial increase 
in earnings, particularly in the lower 
income classification and probable in- 
crease of savings, together with the 
shortage of consumer goods, will exert 
a definite pressure on the total eco- 
nomic structure. On January 30, 1943, 
the United States Chamber of Com- 
merce issued a report regarding the 
probable consumer post-war needs and 
our capacity to meet them. It was 
pointed out that the data presented 
should be approached with extreme cau- 


tion in view of the fact that the needs 
and attitudes will undoubtedly change 
as the war is prolonged. 

Following is a brief summary of a 
few of the findings of that report: 


Fifty-three per cent of United States 
families indicated they believed they 
would make a purchase of one or more 
of the major articles listed below: 

(a) Automobiles—2.6 million fam- 
ilies intend to buy automobiles, or a 
market of 2.3 billion dollars. 

(b) An immediate post-war market 
for major household appliances, ap- 
proximating 860 million dollars. 

(c) Household furnishings, 710 mil- 
lion dollars. 

(d) Home construction with one 
million families expressing an intention 
to build or buy a new home within six 
months after the war, creating a prob- 
able market of five billion dollars. 


A portion of this study was devoted 
to a survey of attitudes and approx- 
imately 73 per cent of the people in- 
dicated that they were at least as well 
off financially as they were a year ago, 
with 43 per cent indicating that their 
financial situation was about the same 
and 30 per cent said they were better 
off with 27 per cent stating that they 
were worse off than a year ago. 

An observation regarding the cur- 
rent savings indicated that 37 per cent 
of the lower group found they were 
able to save something, 62 per cent of 
the middle income group and 71 per 
cent of the upper income; and actually 
81 per cent of the wage earners are 
either accumulating money in a sav- 
ings account or some other form of 
investment. There was considerable 
difference in the percentage rate of sav- 
ings out of total income between the 
lower and upper income groups. 

The results of these findings also in- 
dicated that 49 per cent of the public 
are of the opinion that the first year 
after the war will be one of prosperity 
with 38 per cent predicting “lots of 
employment” and 13 per cent believing 


that conditions will be “somewhere in 


between.” From this study we cannot 
conclude that post-war conditions will 
follow the opinions or psychological at- 
titudes of the public, but nevertheless 
there is definite evidence of increased 
savings and expressions on the part of 
the consumer that he expects to go on 
a buying spree as soon as the oppor- 
tunity presents itself. 

It is therefore important that the 
conditions in each area be observed so 
that immediate advantage may be taken 
to present a commodity or service be- 
fore the consuming public as soon as 
possible after the end of the war. 

Effect on Telephone Business 
For a further consideration of the 


effect that the condition just described 
(Please turn to page 28) 
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OHIO INDEPENDENTS 
Hold. “War (o ‘ 


HE FORTY-EIGHTH annual con- 

vention of the Ohio Independent 

Telephone Association, held April 
27 and 28 in Columbus, was exactly 
what it was designated to be—a war 
conference—with the program chuck- 
full of discussions concerning war and 
post-war plans and strategy for the 
industry. 

As at all state conventions, manufac- 
turers and suppliers were active in con- 
sulting with Ohio operating men on the 
problems that have arisen from the 
wartime operation of telephone plants. 
As the stated, 
these firms that are serving the needs 


convention program 


of Independent telephone operating 
companies assign many of their best 
procurement specialists to attend state 
meetings and to discuss with operating 
men their wartime difficulties. 

New officers elected were: President, 
J. T. Carliss, Marion; vice president, 
Col. Wm. C. 
tary-treasurer, 


Henry, Bellevue; secre- 

Frank L. McKinney, 
Columbus. 

The following directors were re- 
elected for a three-year term: Mr. Car- 
liss; Herman E. Hageman, Lorain; H. 
W. Hauss, Wapakoneta; Lt. Col. Gus- 
tav Hirsch, Columbus; David McC. Mc- 
Kell, Chillicothe and Roy Ammel, 
Elyria. 

The convention was welcomed to 
Columbus by James A. Maddox of the 
Columbus Chamber of Commerce and 
the response was given by J. Warren 
Safford, Troy. In his remarks, Mr. 
Safford stated that the convention was 
being held to help telephone men to 
better serve the nation in the present 
hour of peril. He said that the indus- 
try has united its facilities and has 
dedicated itself to meet the only issue 
of today—that of rendering efficient 
communication service to meet war de- 
mands. He stated the industry can be 
counted upon to do the very best it can 
as has been its record in all past emer- 
gencies. 
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F. T. McNAMARA (left), Washington, D. C., 

Division, was warmly welcomed to the Ohio convention by J. T. CARLISS, Marion, newly-elected 

president of the Ohio association, and FRANK L. McKINNEY (right), Columbus, association 
secretary-treasurer. 


In his annual address, President Gus- 
tav Hirsch, Columbus, stated that in 
the present emergency the telephone 
industry is one unit and that there 
should be no division between Bell and 
Independent in the overall program of 
rendering good telephone service dur- 
ing the war. Telephone men too old to 
join the armed forces, he said, can do 
more to win this war in their present 
jobs than they could in the armed 
forces or in some direct war produc- 
tion job. He said that sometimes one’s 
effort seems small but that no effort 
dedicated to serving the country is too 
small from the standpoint of winning 
the war. He urged all telephone men 
to stay at their present posts and put 
their ‘“‘shoulders to the wheel’”’ because 
this country is facing a serious threat 
to its existence and it needs the sup- 
port of every citizen. 

Secretary-Treasurer McKinney gave 
a report of the activities of the associa- 
tion during the past year, particularly 
those having to do with the formation 
of two affiliated Signal Corps units and 
those connected with other endeavors 
dedicated to the war effort. He gave a 





deputy director of the WPB Communications 


detailed financial report which indicated 
the association remains in a _ sound 
financial condition. 

“News from Washington” was the 
subject of an address by Clyde S. 
Bailey, Washington, vice president of 
the United States Independent Tele- 
phone Association. Mr. Bailey gave a 
full description of governmental rules 
and regulations, emphasizing those hav- 
ing to do with stabilization of wages, 
priorities, and manpower. He explained 
how most of the regulations affected 
operating telephone companies. He em- 
phasized the need for the Independent 
industry to give full consideration to a 
post-war plan involving rehabilitation 
and extension of plants which neces- 
sarily will be badly deteriorated, obso- 
lete and inadequate to serve the public 
after the war because it will have been 
impossible to maintain and replace tele- 
phone property on a proper basis dur- 
ing the war. 

He estimated the Independent indus- 
try will need well over $100,000,000 to 
get its facilities into shape to suffi- 
ciently meet the post-war demands for 
telephone service. 
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Mr. Bailey paid tribute to the state 
assoviations and trade journals for 
thei: assistance to the national associa- 
tion in keeping the industry well in- 
for:.ed of developments emanating 
fro: the nation’s capital. 

ndolph Eide, Cleveland, president 
of ‘he Ohio Bell Telephone Co., pre- 
sented an interesting address on “The 
Post-War Outlook.” Mr. Eide warned 
his listeners that the industry must plan 
beyond victory, and that as a guide as 
to what will happen in the telephone 
business the trend of general business 
can be followed because there is a dis- 
tinct comparison between the telephone 
business and general business. 


le stated he thought we would have 
an inflationary economy after the war 
and that, as usual in such periods, the 
telephone industry unlike 
lated businesses- 


unregu- 
would enter it with 
a rigid price structure and a lack of 
flexibility in rates which will hamper its 
operations because the industry will be 
faced with the problem of effecting an 
overall rehabilitation of its plants with 
inflated prices for equipment and ma- 
terials with insufficient income pro- 
duced by stationary rates. 

Mr. Eide remarked he does not see 
an indication of any depression at the 
end of the war and he thought employ- 
ment would be on a high level and that 
a large volume of accumulated wartime 
savings will be unleashed to create a 
high consumer demand. He predicted 
that much of these savings will be spent 
for telephone service and for a greater 
use of long distance service. He also 
said that the need for speed in con- 
verting the nation’s production from 
wartime to peacetime will increase the 
use for both local and long distance 
telephone service. 

Many of the differences between 
management and labor will be ironed 
out because of the cooperation in the 
war effort, Mr. Eide said, and each will 
have a better understanding of one 
another’s problems. While the industry 





Corralled in front of the elevators at the Ohio convention these telephone gentlemen were photo- 

graphed by Warren Griffiths, TELEPHONY's cameraman (left to right): O. G. BOND, Portsmouth; 

SAM RAY, Cambridge; W. E. MILLER and J. L. YOCKEY, both of Portsmouth; R. L. HEPNER, 

Columbus, Buckeye Telephone & Supply Co.; W. E. MIYERS, Portsmouth, and HENRY GEORGE, 
Ashland. 
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E. HAGEMAN, Lereia: H. ©. LEINARD, Cleveland; RANDOLPH EIDE, Cleveland; GUSTAV HIRSCH, 

Columbus; Ohio association secretary-treasurer, FRANK L. McKINNEY, Columbus; R. V. ACHATZ, 
Aurora, Ind., president, Indiana Telephone Association. 


will probably have a manpower short- 
age for a short time after the war, the 
men returning to the business from the 
armed forces will be more highly spe- 
cialized which will be beneficial to the 
telephone industry. 

Mr. Eide said there will be many 
post-war problems to solve but that he 
is convinced telephone leaders will find 
the correct solutions as they have al- 
ways done in troublesome times of the 
past. 

Col. Wm. C. 
of Army Communications Division, U. 
S. Signal Corps, spoke on “The Tele- 
phone Industry at War.” He outlined 
the present accelerated program of the 
Army and explained the responsibili- 
ties that rested upon the Signal Corps 
in furnishing the armed forces with all 
of its communication services and fa- 
cilities. 

As an indication of the need for 
manpower to meet these demands, 
Colonel Henry said that in May of 1940 
there were only 6,500 officers and en- 
listed men in the Signal Corps and that 
at the present time the number in the 
Corps approaches 275,000 officers and 


men. He said increasing the size of 
the Signal Corps by this large number 


Henry, chief engineer 





men were photographed at the Ohio convention: (left to right) HERMAN 


was possible only by heavy demands 
upon the trained technical personnel 
of the telephone industry and _ indi- 
vidual companies which comprise its 
membership. 

The colonel gave a vivid description 
of the various signal units that were 
necessary to make up complete Army 
divisions and of the operations of the 
signal groups in supplying their divi- 
sions with communications. He dis- 
cussed the many improvements made in 
telephone equipment resulting from ex- 
perimentations made by the Signal 
Corps and explained these new devel 
opments furthered the efficiency of the 
Corps. 

The last session of the convention on 
the morning of April 28 was opened 
with an address by F. T. McNamara, 
Washington, deputy director of the 
WPB Communications Division, who 
spoke on “Relationship of the WPB 
to the Telephone Industry.” Mr. Me- 
Namara appeared on the program in 
the place of Leighton H. Peebles, di- 
rector of the division, who was unable 
to attend the convention. 

Mr. McNamara 
friendly relations of the telephone in- 
dustry and the WPB and recognized 
the work of the Telephone Industry 


commended _ the 


Advisory Committee in helping bring 
about the cooperative understanding 
between these two groups. He stated 
that in cooperation with the committee, 
WPB had laid down a broad policy of 
conservation and service which might 
be summarized in ten rules. These 
rules are that each telephone company 
shall: 


(1) Conserve scarce and critical ma- 
terials. 

(2) Discontinue the further instal- 
lation of residence extensions. 

(3) Discontinue placing open cop- 
per wire in exchange line plant. 

(4) Reduce the engineering period, 
that is, the advance period for 
which plant is designed to a 
minimum. 
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(5) Limit additions to the minimum 
essentials. 

(6) Limit replacements to the mini- 
mum essentials. 

(7) Limit the length of drop wires. 

(8) Set up a preferred class of cus- 
tomers—Schedule A—for whom 
service is essential to the war 
program. 

(9) Reserve facilities for the use of 
Schedule A customers, if neces- 
sary. 

(10) Regrade service, if necessary, 
for Schedule A customers. 


Discussing the new WPB orders U-2 
and U-3, Mr. McNamara said: 

“With the broad program for the in- 
dustry thus outlined in General Con- 
servation Order U-2, it was necessary 
to issue a companion order, Preference 
Rating Order U-3, to enable operators 
to obtain the material to carry on their 
essential activities. Speaking in broad 
general terms, Order U-3, within cer- 
tain limitations, permits ‘operators’ to 
use the preference rating AA-1 in the 
case of non-controlled materials or the 
allotment symbol MRO in the case of 
controlled materials in order to obtain 
those materials essential to the proper 
operation of his system. 

“In order to prevent the hoarding of 
material, a dollar value was placed on 
the permissible inventory that an oper- 
ator could have. Controlled materials 
inventory is further restricted to the 
practical working minimum. To facili- 
tate the utilization of available mate- 
rials and equipment, operators are au- 
thorized to exclude from inventory all 
items which are listed for sale to other 
operators. This has had a second very 
beneficial effect in that it has per 
mitted operators to obtain a more bal- 
anced inventory. 

“The preference rating AA-1, which 
has been assigned to the telephone in- 
dustry for maintenance, repair, and 
operating supplies, is the highest there 
is, except for the emergency priority 





AAA. . The fact that the industry 
has been granted an AA-1 to take care 
of its day-to-day work indicates clearly 
the importance the WPB places upon 
the maintenance of adequate communi- 
cations. The use of this priority is lim- 
ited insofar as the manner of construc- 
tion is concerned by Order U-2. 

“Order U-3, after assigning prefer- 
ence ratings to operators, and author- 
izing their application and extension, 
places certain restrictions on the use of 
the ratings. These restrictions may be 
summarized as follows: 


(1) Operators must substitute less 
scarce materials, if possible. 

(2) The ratings may not be used in 
excess of certain dollar limits, 
which are as follows: 

(a) Where the cost of rated 
material exceeds $2,500 
in the case of exchange 
plant. 

(b) Where the total cost of 
material exceeds $5,000 
in the case of exchange 
plant. 

(c) Where the total cost of 
material exceeds $500 in 
the case of toll plant. 

(d) Where the total cost of 
material exceeds $500 in 
the case of teletype- 
writer installations. 

(3) Use under priority ratings 
must be in conformity with 
Order U-2. 

(4) The ratings cannot be used if 
the operator’s inventory is 
above the allowable’ dollar 
limit or if the receipt of the 
material on requisition would 
bring the inventory above this 
dollar limitation. 

Total usage under the blanket 

preference rating is limited on 

the basis of 1942 experience. 


(6) Small operators are exempted 
from the dollar value limita- 
tions on the basis of either in- 
ventory or usage. 

“In conclusion, I should like to re- 
iterate the wish of the Communications 
Division to cooperate fully with the 





In this group photographed in the hotel lobby by Cameraman Warren Griffiths are (left to right): 
ROLAND JONES, Athens; PAUL H. KAUFMAN, Delaware; E. F. WOODWARD, Bellevue, and R. V. 
JUDY, St. Marys. 
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In this corridor scene are (left to right): C. H. 
GODFREY, Elyria; F. J. HEAVENS, Lorain Prod- 
ucts Co., Lorain, and B. A. OGDEN, Columbus. 


telephone industry. We seek and wel- 
come your ideas, suggestions, and 
criticism, even your complaints — to 
the end that we may fortify and im- 
prove our mutual understanding of our 
common problem and so give to the 
American public the service that they 
have every right to expect.” 

A high tribute was paid to the tele- 
phone industry by George McCon- 
naughey, Columbus, chairman, Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio, in his 
address on “Qhio’s Utilities and the 
PUCO in Wartime.” Mr. McCon- 
naughey stated he was astounded at 
the remarkably efficient manner in 
which the telephone industry has oper- 
ated under present strict war limit 
tions, and he said that the Ohio cor 
mission is proud of the industry and 
knows that telephone companies will do 
their job regardless of any restrictions 
placed upon them. 

He criticized the tendency in Wash- 
ington to increase governmental bu- 
reaus and to let them continue then 
harrassing attacks on business instead 
of “keeping their eye on the ball” 
that of winning the war. He said the 
is a proper time for government to in- 
vestigate business—and that the pres- 
ent time certainly is not the right time. 

Mr. McConnaughey invited the tele- 
phone industry to present any prob- 
lems it might have and he gave assur- 
ance that the industry would receive 
the sympathetic understanding of his 
commission at all times. 

“The Telephone and Civilian De- 
fense”’ was the subject of an interest- 
ing discussion by Col. Robert S. Harsh, 
Columbus, U. S. Army liaison officer, 
Ohio Council of Defense. Colonel 
Harsh explained the setup of civilian 
defense in Ohio and outlined the part 
that telephone communications play 
which gave those attending the confer- 
ence a more thorough understanding as 
to the telephone industry’s responsibili- 
ties in helping to guard the home front. 

James Huffman, Columbus, OPA 
counsel, addressed the convention on 
“The OPA and the War Effort.” 

“War and Post-War Tax Problems of 


(Please turn to page 37) 
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new preformed tie wire for use on 

bare line wire of any type or gauge. 
This tie may be easily wound around 
the line wire by hand and makes a se- 
cure and permanent attachment. One 
advantage claimed for this particular 
type of tie is to prolong the life of the 
line wire by supporting it away from 
the insulator groove, without contact 
with the insulator, to avoid abrasion 
and also to avoid sharp bends in the 
line wire caused by oscillation and vi- 


T= » will be presently available a 


bration. 

Sharp bends which create weak spots 
in the wire and often cause its failure 
are avoidable by the use of this new 
type of tie wire. 


* * * 


The catalog of a foreign manufac- 
turer of telephone supplies refers to 
cable hangers as cable suspenders, and 
guys as stays. 


We have a letter from C. J. York, sec- ~ 


retary and general manager of the 
Crawford Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
Girard, Kans., inquiring as to whether 
the lashing wire will last when the mes- 
senger strand is rusty on spun cable. 
Mr. York also asks whether strand can 
be maintained in locations where vi- 
bration is excessive. 

We shall be pleased to hear from any 
one who has had actual experience with 
these problems. 


In a letter from Edward S. George 
of Acorn Insulated Wire Co., referring 
to the mention on this page of improved 
packaging of telephone materials in 
the March 27 issue, Mr. George men- 
tions the fact that his company makes 
use of the carton method of packaging 
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its insulated wire such as drop, bridle, 
interior, etc. 

This method of packaging has nu- 
merous advantages such as: It will 
stack in a neat and orderly manner in 
the warehouse and will not topple over 
even when stacked 15 or 20 high; 
makes the taking of inventory a simple 
matter; eliminates the necessity of 
looking for soiled or lost tags as car- 
tons are distinctly labeled on the end 
flap both as to footage and description. 
When cartons are placed in stacks the 
weight of the wire is supported by the 
carton and does not have a crushing 
effect on the wire itself. Wire packed 
in cartons is properly protected from 
light and atmosphere which is condu- 
cive to good storage. 


* * * 


It is with pleasure that I note my 
old friend, L. L. Adams, Signal Officer 
at Williams Field, Chandler, Ariz., has 
recently been promoted to the rank of 
captain. 


We now learn that plastic window 
screen is available for civilian use in 
limited quantities. It is woven, trans- 
lucent mesh, neutral in color which 
darkens slightly from sunlight, but is 
not otherwise affected by sun, heat or 
moisture. It is resilient, resists dents 
and cannot rust. 


In the May 25, 1940 issue of TE- 
LEPHONY there appeared an article by 
Dr. Arthur Bessey Smith entitled, 
“Phases of Rural Telephone Line Pro- 
tection.” This article concluded with 
the statement: “It is hoped that the 
matters presented in this short discus- 
sion will stimulate Independent tele- 
phone engineers to work out a system 
of protection which is sufficiently com- 











prehensive and well-founded on basic 
principles for all to adopt.” 

One of our readers asks whether any 
such system has been adopted up to 
this time. He states further that, in 
his opinion, equipment should be pro- 
vided on rural lines capable of pro- 
tecting against 6,900 volts. Also, that 
in some areas served by his company, 
protection against 20,000 volts to 
ground is required for lines to conflict 
with, or in joint construction with, 
high voltage power lines which are be- 
coming common to meet the require- 
ments of expanding demands for elec- 
tric power. 

We fully realize that protection 
against personal injury and property 
damage on telephone lines is most nec- 
essary. While it is true that present- 
day telephone protectors were not de- 
signed originally for protection against 
power voltage of today, we have not 
heard of a single case where a sub- 
scriber has been injured or property 
seriously damaged due to a cross be- 
tween telephone and power lines. This 
is due no doubt, at least in part, to the 
fact that telephone lines do not have 
large current-carrying capacities so act 
as a fuse and burn down when a power 
cross occurs. 

Some telephone companies use a span 
of drop wire to cross a power line. 
This wire acts as a fuse in the event of 
a power cross and may be replaced at 
small cost. 

It is estimated that a protector de- 
signed to handle 6,900 volts would cost 
approximately $150 to install properly. 
Few small telephone companies could 
afford this cost and it is doubtful that 
such a protector would prove a real ad- 
vantage due to the small current carry- 
ing capacity of the average telephone 
line. 

We shall be pleased to hear from 

(Please turn to page 38) 
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Let us tell you about a wartime worker who arrived on the American scene in 1892 

. who “served” through the Spanish-American war and the first world war . . . who 
was approaching the age of 50 when the United States entered this conflict . . . but who, 
nevertheless, was one of the first expected to give all-out service. Such a veteran is the 


Strowger Automatic telephone system. 


Today, Strowger Automatic equipment is serving not only hundreds of telephone 
companies and administrations throughout the world, but also war plants, arsenals, 
ordnance depots, Army camps, Naval stations, and countless other war agencies. To all 
these, it is supplying 24-hour-a-day telephone service on a seven day a week schedule, 
92 weeks a year—saving vital minutes in getting wartime calls through quickly, quietly, 
efficiently. And while doing all this, it frees hands and arms and brains to bolster our 


critical manpower needs. 


Yes, Strowger equipment is doing a job—and a good one—and we are glad it can. 
Meantime, while we're busy producing more and more communication equipment for the 
armed services, we'll do everything we can to keep your Strowger equipment in constant 
readiness for action. If you have problems of maintenance, repair, peak traffic loads, or 


other emergency problems, be sure to place the facts before our field representative in 


your territory. He is trained to help you in your difficult job of meeting wartime conditions. 


AUTOMATIC ~ ELECTRIC 


ORIGINATORS AND DEVELOPERS OF STROWGER STEP-BY STEP MACHINE SWITCHING AUTOMATIC DIAL SYSTEMS 





MAKERS OF TELEPHONE, SIGNALING AND COMMUNICATION APPARATUS 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, DESIGNERS AND CONSULTANTS 


Distributors in U. S. and Possessions: 
AMERICAN AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC SALES COMPANY, Chicago, U.S.A. 
Export Distributors: AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC SALES COMPANY, LIMITED 





Special Committee Reports on 
New England T. & T. Rates 


The special committee of the Rhode 
Island general assembly named to in- 
vestigate the rates, tolls and charges 
of the New England Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., in a report introduced in the 
Senate April 15 by its chairman, Sen- 
ator George D. Greenhalgh, Rep., Gloc- 
ester, submitted three specific recom- 
mendations which, it said, should, if 
adopted, save telephone subscribers of 
the state “at least $1,000,000 annually.” 

The committee expressed its under- 
standing that the time of all telephone 
company officials is now taken up with 
the war effort and suggested that com- 
pliance with its recommendations shall 
be postponed until after the end of 
hostilities. 

The report charged the company 
with unfair discrimination in rates 
charged between different communities 
within the state, with failure to keep 
separate books and records concerning 
its business within the state, and fail- 
ure to adjust its rates in line with 
those charged elsewhere and with in- 
creased volumes of business. 

Commenting on the committee’s re- 
port, Harold A. Fasick, district man- 
ager of the telephone company, 
characterized the report as largely a 
repetition of reports made last spring 
by the same committee, denied the 
charges made by the committee and 
said the committee’s suggestion that it 
can accomplish a lowering of rates in 
Rhode Island amounting to $1,000,000 
a year, “or any other amount,” is ‘‘ob- 
viously erroneous when considered in 
the light of the company’s present 
earnings.” 

The specific recommendations of the 
report follow: 

“That the New England Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. established within the 
state of Rhode Island a comprehensive 
state-wide zoning system; and simul- 
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taneously therewith to file a revised 
schedule of its rates, tolls and charges 
for telephone communication within 
and between such zones which shall be 
based on airline mileage.” 

“That the New England Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. keep original records of 
its Rhode Island investment, business 
and affairs within the state of Rhode 
Island, in the form and detail now or 
hereafter prescribed by the Federal 
Communications Commission with re- 
spect to its interstate telephone busi- 
ness.” 

“That the New England Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. reduce its rates, tolls and 
charges in Rhode Island to the extent 
required to adjust rate discrimination 
between states served by the company.” 


Vv 


Oklahoma Rate Hearing 
Continued May 27 

At the request of the Office of Price 
Administration, the Oklahoma Corpora- 
tion Commission on April 27 continued 
until May 27 the hearing on applica- 
tions of the Southwest Telephone Com- 
pany for readjustments of exchange 
rates at Harrah, Okla., and the South- 
western States Telephone Co. for sim- 
ilar readjustments at Binger, Okla. 

Both cases originally were set for 
hearing April 22, after the OPA had 
been given the customary 30 days’ no- 
tice in advance of that date, but the 
hearing was postponed until April 27 
because April 22 was a legal holiday 
in Oklahoma—‘‘89’er Day.” 

When the case came up for hearing 
a state representative of the OPA ap- 
peared and asked for the continuance 
on the ground that he had received no 
instructions from Washington as to 
whether the agency wished that he in- 
tervene. The Washington office had 
asked some additional information rela- 
tive to income tax records of the two 
companies which are associated, with 





common headquarters at Brownwood, 
Tex. 

A. G. Davidson, commercial and 
sales supervisor, Southwest Telephone 
Co., appeared and suggested that his 
company would like to present its tes- 
timony that day. Then if the commis- 
sion wished to continue further hear- 
ing, in order to give the OPA an 
opportunity to intervene, it would be 
ready with any additional testimony 
desired. He said that the income tax 
information had been furnished to the 
OPA in Washington. 

Chairman Reford Bond said that it 
is the policy of the Oklahoma commis- 
sion to cooperate fully with federal 
agencies in this crisis and that the 
hearing would be continued for 30 days 
to give the OPA a chance to present 
statements, testimony or cross-examine 
company witnesses if it desired. 


Vv 


Cottonwood (Minn.) Sale OK'd 
By State Commission 

An April 13 order of the Minnesota 
Railroad & Warehouse Commission has 
granted joint authority to the Home 
Telephone Co., Cottonwood, to sell and 
the Lucas Telephone Co. to purchase 
all the physical properties of the Home 
company known as Line 2F. The prop- 
erty, including poles, wire and instru- 
ments, is located in territory adjacent 
to the village of Cottonwood. 


Vv 


Drummond and Barr (Okla.) 
To Have Bell Toll Service 

About 100 subscribers of the Okla- 
homa Rural Telephone Co., Enid, Okla., 
in the vicinity of Drummond and Barr, 
Okla., will be given privileges of long 
distance telephone service over South- 
western Bell Telephone Co. lines 
through the switchboard of H. H. Har- 
ris of the Drummond Telephone Co., 
(see TELEPHONY, April 24, p. 74), un- 
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der an order of the Oklahoma Corpora- 
tion Commission dated April 17. 

Mr. Harris is ordered to connect his 
Drummond exchange with the Barr ex- 
chanze of the Oklahoma Rural and is 
pern tted to charge 10 cents on each 
long distance call in addition to the 
charves of the Southwestern Bell Tele- 
phone Co. 

He also is ordered to switch local 
calls of subscribers of the Oklahoma 
Rural company through his exchange 
at )rummond and to collect 10 cents 
on each call for this service. Mr. Har- 
ris is made responsible for collection of 
the fees on such calls. 


Vv 


New England T. & T. Seeks 
To Annul FCC Pension Order 
Seeking to retain its present method 
of financing employe pensions, the New 
England Telephone & Telegraph Co. on 
April 20 filed a complaint in federal 
district court at Boston, Mass., asking 
annulment of a Federal Communica- 
tions Commission order which had di- 
rected a change in method. The legal 
action may be a test for other pension 
systems throughout the country. 


The complaint alleges that the com- 
mission ruled certain payments to the 
pension fund of the company in 1942 
were not current expense, as was listed 
by the company. The amount disal- 
lowed by the commission was $998,874 
out of a total of $2,957,143 paid into 
the fund in 1942, the complaint said. 

Disallowed payments are necessary, 
the complaint alleges, to provide for 
future pensions at the established 
schedules. The commission “errone- 
ously concluded” that the disallowed 
payment in 1942 was not current ex- 
pense but was a part of the cost of 
operation allocable to prior years, the 
complaint set forth. 

Seven companies of the Bell System 
throughout the nation were requested 
by the FCC to eliminate additional 
charges from their operating expense 
account, the complaint specified. 

In the New England T. & T. case, 
the company bears the entire cost of 
the pension, the complaint set forth. 
In 1942, it employed more than 22,000 
and had a total pay roll of more than 
$42,000,000 it was disclosed. Its pen- 
sion plan “provides for orderly retire- 
ment of superannuated employes there- 
by lowering cost and increasing effi- 
ciency of the plaintiff’s telephone serv- 
ice with resulting benefits to the pub- 
lic’ and insures a considerable degree 
of security to its employes, the com- 
pany said. 

The FCC’s order jeopardizes contin- 
uance of the plaintiff’s pension plan, is 
arbitrary and capricious, contrary to 
law, and in making it the commission 
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exceeded its statutory authority, the 
complaint declared. 

Attorney John J. Burns, former 
Massachusetts superior court judge, 
represents the company in the action, 
which seeks temporary interlocutory 
and permanent injunctions against en- 
forcement of the order of the commis- 
sion, as well as a decree vacating, set- 
ting aside, suspending, and annulling 
the order. 

Under the procedure applicable to 
cases of this type, it was pointed out, 
the action will be heard by a three- 
judge court consisting of one district 
court judge, one circuit court judge, 
and one other federal judge. 

The pension plan has been in effect 
30 years and by December 31, 1942, 
the fund had grown to $22,173,439. 


Vv 


Minnesota Commission Grants 
Sale of Tintah Property 

An April 21 order issued by the 
Minnesota Railroad & Warehouse Com- 
mission has granted authority to Albert 
G. Ewert to buy all the physical prop- 
erties of the Tintah Telephone Co. 
which operates in the village of Tintah, 
and to operate the company under the 
same name. 


Vv 


Southern Bell Included 
In Franchise Research 

The Southern Fell Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. is among public utilities on 
which the new Public Utilities Research 
Department in Memphis, Tenn., jointly 
operated by the city and county, will 
begin gathering data. 

“The department will gather data on 
the status of franchises of all public 
utilities operating in the county, in- 
cluding all the railroads, the Memphis 
Street Railway Co., and the telephone 
company,” it was said by the county 
commissioner. 


Vv 


Pacific T. & T. Franchise 

Pact With City Reached 

(Wash.) council on 
March 31 passed four to one an ordi- 
nance approving an agreement to re- 
place the Pacific Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. franchise that expired more 
than two years ago. At that time the 
two parties could not come to an agree- 
ment as to what taxes should be paid 
to the city. 


The Tacoma 


The ordinance provides for a 2 per 
cent tax on gross revenues based on 
the local franchise service of the com- 
pany. With an additional 4 per cent 
occupational tax on which the com- 
pany has paid approximately $59,000 
over the past year and the $26,00 
worth of telephone service received by 


the city, the agreement with the com- 
pany will mean about $110,000 a year. 
Previously the city was receiving 
approximately $20,000 from the com- 
pany yearly plus the $26,000 worth of 
service. The city also has had on file 
a $50,000 check from the company 
awaiting action, to cover the 2 per 
cent tax for the two year period of 
bickering over franchise renewal. 


vv 


Hillsboro (Ohio) Company Now 
Operated by Ohio Bell 

The Ohio Bell Telephone Co. recently 
announced that the Highland County 
Telephone Co. with headquarters at 
Hillsboro, Ohio, in which it has had 
the controlling stock for some time, will 
now operate under the Ohio Bell name. 
The Highland County company serves 
1,326 subscribers in Hillsboro, 43 in 
Belfast, 89 in Danville, 94 in Marshall 
and 103 in Rainsboro. 

John W. Bowen will continue to di- 
rect the Ohio Bell business affairs with 
George E. Cutler in charge of the plant 
department and Mrs. Hazel K. Rhodes, 
chief operator, in charge of the 15 
operators. 

The issued and outstanding capital 
stock of the old Highland County com- 
pany consisted of 10,110 shares of com- 
mon stock. As of May 13, 1919, the old 
Central Union Telephone Co., predeces- 
sor of the Ohio Bell with the approval 
of the Ohio Public Utilities Commis- 
sion, acquired 6,740 shares or about 
67 per cent of the stock. 

On December 31, 1920, the Central 
Union sold all of its Ohio properties to 
the Bell System. From time to time 
the Ohio Bell increased the stock hold- 
ings in the Highland company and 
eventually became owner of all out- 
standing capital stock. 


Vv 


Nebraska Court Rules on 
Workman Disability Case 

The Nebraska Supreme Court, re- 
versing itself and the state workmen’s 
compensation court holds that Lloyd 
Branson, a lineman employed by the 
city of Fremont, cannot recover any 
sum in addition to the amount fixed in 
the law for disablement of a member 
because of the fact that as a result of 
the injury he can no longer climb poles 
and thus cannot follow his former oc- 
cupation. 

Mr. Branson landed on his feet from 
a fall off a pole, and suffered disable- 
ment to both. The law is that where 
such a loss of use of a member results 
from an injury, the worker is entitled 
to recover such proportion of the com- 
pensation allowed for total disability as 
the extent of his loss would bear to the 
total loss of such members. This is a 
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fixed percentage, and the fact that an 
industrial disability resulted is imma- 
terial in determining the amount of the 
award. 

The court said it was clearly the in- 
tent of the legislature, in establishing 
a schedule of benefits for the specific 
injuries listed, to fix the amount of 
such benefits without regard to the 
particular work or industry in which 
the employe was engaged when in- 
jured. 

Justice Messmore, concurring be- 
cause the law is clear, denounced the 
rule as harsh, unfair and inequitable. 
He says it fails to take into considera- 
tion in determining the amount of the 
award the fact that in this case the in- 
dustrial loss is greater than the loss or 
disability provided for in the schedule. 
A highly-paid technician, skilled in 
work requiring precision of eyesight, 
who loses an eye that destroys his abil- 
ity to carry on his work, under this 
rule can be awarded only the amount 
fixed by law for loss of that organ. 

He suggests the legislature take up 
the matter since the fundamental basis 
for a compensation law is to fix the 
industrial disability of the injured em- 
ploye. He suggests that the degree of 
disability should, to some extent at 
least, be based on the industrial loss to 
the employe, and not ignored as at 
present. 


Vv 


North Carolina Commission OK’'s 
Intrastate Toll Reductions 

The North Carolina Public Utilities 
Commission on April 25 announced that 
after a series of conferences with rep- 
resentatives of the Southern Bell Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. an agreement 
has been reached for a reduction in 
intrastate toll rates, effective June 1. 

This will result in a better division 
of toll rates, the commission reported, 
which will be beneficial to all Independ- 
ent companies throughout the state. 


Vv 


Illinois Bell Conforms With 
Indiana Toll Reductions 

The Illinois Bell Telephone Co., op- 
erating in the Calumet district which 
includes Gary (Ind.), will conform to 
the new order of the Indiana Public 
Service Commission affecting Indiana 
Bell properties, reducing long distance 
overtime tolls and eliminating the re- 
port charge, it was announced by 
George N. Beamer, commission chair- 
man. The rate reductions became 
effective May 1, Mr. Beamer said, the 
same date fixed for the rate reductions 
of Indiana Bell and Independent tele- 
phone lines in the state (TELEPHONY, 
May 1, p. 37). 

L. R. Mapes, general manager of 
Illinois Bell, in agreeing to cut the long 
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distance overtime tolls and eliminate 
the report charges, asked time to study 
a reduction in rates for special serv- 
ices, involving private lines, teletype 
rates and a few other specialized serv- 
ices. 


Vv 


New Jersey Bell Intrastate 
Rates Studied 

A preliminary study into New Jersey 
Bell Telephone Co.’s 1942 accounting 
records to ascertain a method, if any, 
of determining a basis to adjust its 
intrastate rates was underway April 
15 by Public Utilities Commissioner 
Crawford Jamieson. 

Mr. Jamieson was appointed to a spe- 
cial committee to cooperate with the 
Federal Communications Commission to 
study telephone regulatory problems. 
He was named by Frank M. Matson, 
president of the National Association 
of Railroad & Utilities Commissions. 

Frank B. Warren, Washington law- 
yer and at that time assistant solicitor 
of NARUC, has completed his study 
based on statistics filed in the settle- 
ment of the recent long lines case 
against the A. T. & T. by the FCC. He 
also has finished examining available 
records of the telephone company. 

The accounting phase of the inves- 
tigation is being handled by L. J. Hay- 
ner, an accountant of the FCC in 
Washington, who is on leave and is 
checking telephone company records for 
the public utilities commission. 


Vv 


Youngstown (Ohio) Subscribers 
To Get Rate Reductions 

About 700 Ohio Bell Telephone Co. 
subscribers in zone rate areas which 
have been well built up and are con- 
tiguous with Youngstown’s base rate 
area will get a reduction within 30 to 
60 days, J. M. Hogan, district com- 
mercial manager, announced April 6. 

This new area is known as an inter- 
mediate or “A” zone. Permission to 
establish the new rate-reduction zones 
was granted Ohio Bell by the Ohio 
Public Utilities Commission April 5. 


Vv 


Summary of Commission 
Hearings and Rulings 

Federal Communications Commission 

April 28: Mountain States Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. and the American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. granted au- 
thority to supplement existing facilities 
between Denver, Colo., and Phoenix, 
Ariz. 


California Railroad Commission 
April 24: McFarland Telephone Co. 
authorized to transfer properties at 
McFarland to Grace E. Warren who 

will continue to operate the utility. 
April 31: Matthew B. Langstaff 
granted authority to sell telephone 
properties of Forest Hill Telephone 


Exchange to Ida Lockhart for $3 


o- 


INinois Commerce Commission 

April 21: Application filed by C:e 
cent Telephone Co. with offices in 
and Hillsdale for authority to inerease 
toll rates between Erie and Morrison 
and between Erie and Fulton. Petition 
also asks for a_ service connection 
charge in both exchange areas. 

May 4: Hearing in Springfield on 
application filed by Illinois Telephone 
Co., Jacksonville, for authority to in- 
crease rates at its Alexander and (Car- 
rollton exchanges as stated in the com- 
pany’s rate schedule. 


s- 
rie 


Kansas State Corporation Commission 

May 10: Hearing on application filed 
by Corbin Telephone Exchange for au- 
thority to make certain changes in 
rates for telephone service at Corbin. 

May 10: Hearing on application filed 
by Freeport Telephone Exchange Co. 
for authority to make certain changes 
in rates for telephone service at Free- 
port and vicinity. 


New York Public Service Commission 

April 23: To finance a changeover 
to the dial system, the Oneida County 
tural Telephone System filed a peti- 
tion for permission to issue certificates 
of indebtedness for $14,000. 

A rate increase of 25 cents per sta- 
tion to be effective July 1, which was 
suggested by the company, was ruled 
out of the present hearing with the 
advice that such a change would have 
to be taken up in a separate procedure. 


Ohio Public Utilities Commission 

April 30: Authority granted Hunts- 
burg Telephone Co. to file a new tariff 
which generally provides for the estab- 
lishment of a base rate area; a rate 
for residential extension service, and 
of the addition to the company’s service 
area the Windsor exchange of the 
Windsor Telephone Co., the Claridon 
exchange of the Claridon Telephone 
Co. and the Mesopotamia exchange of 
the Mesopotamia Telephone Co. 

May 10: Hearing on application filed 
by Ohio Standard Telephone Co. for 
authority to increase rates in its De- 
catur, Georgetown and Russellville ex- 
changes. 


Oklahoma Corporation Commission 

May 11: Hearings in contempt cita- 
tions by B. Richardson, telephone engi- 
neer of commission, for alleged viola- 
tions of orders or regulations of the 
commission against Walter Pedigo, 
general manager, Southwest Telephone 
Co., at Hooker, J. E. Frisk, Terrall, 
and C. H. Goetting. 

May 19: Hearing on application of 
Ivan Beckmith for permission to dis- 
continue his telephone exchange at 
May. (Continued from April 27.) 


West Virginia Public Service Commission 

May 12: Hearing on application filed 
by Oakdale Telephone Co., Manning- 
ton, for authority to increase its an- 
nual charge for local service in Marion 
and Harrison from $6.00 to $8.00 per 
year. 


Wisconsin Public Service Commission 

May 4: Hearing at Madison on ap- 
plication filed by Lemonweir Valley 
Telephone Co. for authority to either 
discontinue connection of subscribers 
to other exchanges or to _ increase 
charges for such service. 
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GET THE FULL BENEFIT 
OF YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 


You would appreciate TELEPHONY more if 
you systematically saved each copy after you had 
read it. Often, you have no immediate need for 
the information contained in the article you are 
reading, but it will prove invaluable two, four or 
six months later. Requests for back numbers of 
TELEPHONY prove this. 

Realizing that we could be of considerable as- 
sistance to our readers if we could provide an 
easy, simple method of saving the magazine, we 
decided that a binder designed to our purpose 
would do just that very thing. 

We can now offer to our readers a very practi- 
cal binder—one that will enable you to insert each 
magazine into the binder after you have read it, 
without punching or mutilation of any kind. No 
cutting or pasting is necessary. No more dirty, 
torn or dog-eared magazines. The magazines can 
be removed at any time later if desired. You 
have the complete six months file of copies for 
ready reference. 

The binder is made of durable, leather grained 
imitation leather over stiff boards. It would be 
an attractive addition to any home or library. 

You will get full value out of TELEPHONY 
by saving your copies. The binder costs only 
$2.50 and it will last for many years. 

ORDER NOW. 


TELEPHONY PUBLISHING CORPORATION 


608 S. Dearborn St. Chicago, Ill. 
Wabash 2435 


SAVES 


MAN-HOURS 

















What the COMMUNICATIONS 
WORKER NEEDS 


to know about 
electricity 


Radio men, telephone en- 
gineers, telegraphy techni- 
cians — all workers in the 
communication industry — 
here is a book written ex- 
pressly for you. It gives 
you a clear, practical ex- 
planation of the funda- 
mentals of electrical engi- 
neering upon which communication is based. All the explanations, all 
the illustrations, all the applications are taken from the communica- 
tion industry and not from the power industry. 


THE ELECTRICAL FUNDAMENTALS 
OF COMMUNICATION 


By A. L. Albert, Professor, Communication Engineering, Oregon 
State College; Professor, Electrical Engineering, Purdue Univer- 
sity (1942-43); 550 pages, 6x9, 359 illustrations, $3.50. 


COVERS SUCH 
TOPICS AS: 


@ Electric measuring 
instruments 

@ Electric networks 

@ Bridge circuits 

@ Transmission of electro- 
magnetic waves 

@ Vacuum tubes as 
circuit elements 

@ Electroacoustics 


Presents the electrical fundamentals of 
communication, including the three divi- 
sions—telegraphy, telephony, and radio 
with its allled branches. Starts with 
electronics, explains what the communi- 
ation technician wants to know about 
direct current, conductors, resistors, in- 
sulators, and discusses such topics as 
the magnetic field and inductance and 
the electric field and capacitance solely 
from the point of view of the commu- 
nication industry. 


TELEPHONY PUBLISHING CORP. 


608 S. DEARBORN ST., CHICAGO, ILL. 
Telo. No. WAB. 2435 
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IN NEW CoNsTrUCTION. AMERTEL-85 
and AMERTEL-135 wires have extra 
tensile strength which permits spans of 
much greater lengths than ordinary 
wire. \s a result, they enable you to save 
many precious man-hours. Less poles 
need be installed—less connections need 
be made. There is also a saving in other 
materials. 


IN MAINTENANCE. [The extra strength of 
AMERTEL Wires provides greater 
safety—less trouble from heavy ice and 
wind loads. This is highly important in 
these times when service must be main- 
tained with a minimum staff of main- 
tenance men. 


ALL AMERTEL WIRES — including “EBB,” 
“BB” and “Steel” grades—as well 

AMERSTRAND Steel Strand are pro- 
duced to a high standard of “Controlled 
Quality.” Every production step—from 


ore to finished product—is under strict 
control and experienced supervision. 
The zinc coating is applied by a special 
process which forms a tight bond with 
the steel. 


These tags are placed for your pro- 
tection on every coil of AMERTEL 
Telephone and Telegraph Wire and 
AMERSTRAND Steel Strand.They 


are your assurance of highest quality. 









AMERICAN STEEL & WIRE COMPANY 


Cleveland, Chicago and New York 


| 
Uss Columbia Steel Company, San Francisco, Pacific Coast Distributors 


United States Steel Export Company, New York 


STATES 








WAR TRAFFIC PROBLEMS 
Occupy Yllinois (Co 


By MAYME WORKMAN 
Traffic Editor of TELEPHONY 


ESPITE the turnover in operat- 

ing forces, curtailment of trans- 

portation facilities, and the many 
problems resulting from the war effort, 
the traffic conference held during the 
state convention of The Illinois Tele- 
phone Association in Chicago’s Hotel 
Knickerbocker, April 20 and 21, was 
well attended. Mayme Workman, traffic 
supervisor for the state association, 
conducted the _ traffic 
opened the meeting by extending greet- 


sessions and 


ings to the assembly. 

“Wartime Policies in the Central 
Office”’ was the first topic presented in 
the opening session. The speaker, Mary 
Halpin, Murphysboro, traffic supervi- 
sor, Illinois Commercial Telephone Co., 
stressed the importance of telephone 
service in the war effort and empha- 
sized the need for adequate precaution- 
ary action to protect this service from 
the possibility of sabotage. The speaker 
also pointed out the need for adhering 
to the telephone company’s pledge of 
protecting the secrecy of communica- 
tion and adjured operators to handle 
their equipment with care to avoid re- 
placements which may necessitate the 
use of materials essential to the war 
effort. The speaker concluded her re- 
marks by urging the purchase of wat 
bonds. 

Ruby Riley, associate editor of 
TELEPHONY, presented the topic, “The 
Business Girl of Today,” in a most 
interesting and_ effective 
Pointing out that more and 
women are going into business and in- 
dustry because of the war, Miss Riley 
stressed the 


manner. 
more 


growing responsibilities 
that will rest on women. She named 
some of the actions of women in busi- 
ness which are particularly distasteful 
to male associates. Suggestions were 
offered for determining the course of 
procedure for young women seeking 
employment in the _ business 
and some types of employment for 
which women are particularly adapted 
were mentioned. Miss Riley’s address 
will be published in TELEPHONY. 
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MAYME WORKMAN 


J. R. Tait, supervisor of training, 
Illinois Bell Telephone Co., Chicago, 
presented the subject, “Selection and 
Training of Central Office Supervisors.” 
The speaker emphasized the import- 
ance of humanizing our training 
methods, conforming them to the in- 
dividual trainee’s needs. Mr. Tait of- 
fered helpful 
training procedures. 


many suggestions in 
Following his 
talk, Mrs. Workman asked some ques- 
tions concerning mentioned 
which brought out additional informa- 


tion of interest to those present. 


points 


The entire afternoon of the first 
day’s traffic session was devoted to 
presentation of toll topics, followed by 
a ticket pictorial of the subjects pre- 
sented, as follows: 

Messenger Calls by Agnes Coady, 
chief Illinois Consolidated 
Telephone Co., Taylorville, and Esther 
Hummel, traffic supervisor, Illinois 
Commercial Telephone Co., Springfield. 


operator, 


WH Party Reports by Edna Saurer, 
chief operator, Middle States Tele- 
phone Co. of Illinois, Havana, and 
Oveta Grigsby, chief operator, Illinois 
Commercial Telephone Co., Macomb. 


CLR Tributary Toll Calls by Esther- 
belle McLennan, chief operator, Dixon 
Home Telephone Co., Dixon, and Byrd 
Weaver, chief operator, Pike County 
Telephone Co., Pittsfield. 

In presenting the ticket pictorials, 
one participant portrayed the work of 
the originating operator, and the other, 
the terminating operator. 

The attendants at the conference 
were furnished a copy of each ticket 
presented. 

Anna Wilson, traffic supervisor, Illi- 
nois Bell Telephone Co., Chicago, pre- 
sented the “Civil Air Raid 
Warning Calls” and “Priority Toll 
Calls.” Mrs. Wilson outlined the op- 
erator’s responsibility in handling these 
important calls and reviewed the toll 
ticket details required. The informa- 
tion furnished by the speaker, in an 


topics, 


interesting and pleasing manner, was 
very well received. 

“Educating Subscribers to Call by 
Number,” the first subject presented 
on the morning of the second day by 
Reba Armstrong, chief operator, Illi- 
nois Commercial Telephone Co., Sand- 
wich, revealed it is possible to obtain 
the desired objective by using tact and 
perseverance. Miss Armstrong stated 
some of her operators were not recep- 
tive to the idea at first, as they were 
very busy and thought it easier to ring 
the desired number than to use the pre- 
scribed phrases. However, the newer 
operators appreciated the plan as they 
were not familiar with the subscribers’ 
numbers and had to look for them in 
the directory when a customer called 
by name. 

Miss Armstrong stated she kept a 
record of the number of calls where 
the calling party failed to furnish the 
number when it was listed in the di- 
rectory and, after an intensive cam- 
paign to educate their subscribers to 
call by number, they have practically 
achieved their objective. 

The following topics and ticket pic- 
torials were then presented: 

Ticket Transfer by Myrtle Puckett, 
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chief operator, Illinois Consolidated | 
Telep!ione Co., Hillsboro, and Rose Mc- 
Donald, chief operator, Illinois Consoli- 


dated Telephone Co., Pana. 
Collect Calls by Kathleen J. Taylor, 


Des Plaines, and Pauline Frederick, | 


Park Ridge, chief operators of the | 


Middie States Telephone Co. of Illinois. 
Public Station Calls by Bernice 


Schnorf, Mattoon, and Bernice Pasza- | 


lek, Charleston, chief operators of the 
Illinois Consolidated Telephone Co. 
Mayme Workman outlined the con- 
tents of “The Supervisor’s Handbook,” 
which she compiled for the state asso- 


ciation as its traffic supervisor and | 


which is a ready reference for super- 
visory people. Each attendant at the 
meeting was presented with a copy of 
the practice. 

Following an open forum in which 
many pertinent traffic problems were 
presented and discussed, the meeting 
adjourned at noon on April 21. 


Vv 


FBI Arrests 12 for Stealing 
Communications Equipment 

Accused of stealing important com- 
munications equipment from the Haw- 
thorne plant of the Western Electric 
Co., Chicago, Ill., 12 men have been 
arrested by agents of the Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation who recovered 
more than 1,800 pieces of stolen equip- 
ment, including a secret military de- 
vice—a headphone used in high alti- 
tude flying. The 12 men are all of 
draft age but had been deferred be- 
cause of employment in essential in- 
dustry. 

After their arrest, the men waived 
examination and were held to the grand 
jury on $500 bonds each. They face a 
possible penalty of one year in jail and 
a $1,000 fine, or both. 

FBI agents said that the thefts of 
communications equipment totaled 
about $1,500 but that in the last few 
months, equipment valued at $15,000 
had been reported missing from the 
Western Electric plant. 

This case serves to emphasize the 
tremendous part that communications 
equipment is playing in the war and 
the necessity of strictly safeguarding 
equipment and property so that the war 
effort of the telephone industry will 
not be hampered. 


Vv 
Resigns to Enter WAAC 


ELSIE WYNN recently resigned her 
position as local manager of the Can- 
ton (Okla.) exchange of the Western 
Light & Telephone Co. and has entered 
military service as a WAAC auxiliary. 
BeLVA DeEGRAW, who assisted Miss 
Wynn, has taken over the managership 
of the company. 


MAY 8, 1943 


Too Precious to Waste 


® Teletalk eliminates the need for messengers because 
it provides instant communication. Where offices cover 
city blocks, at gigantic plants, shipyards, warehouses, 
supply depots, flying fields—wherever messengers are 
employed, a definite loss in man-hours occurs. 


America at war has suddenly found her man-hours too 
precious to waste. Executives responsible for speeding 
the sinews of war find in Teletalk an effective plug for 
the man-hour leak. Messengers are released for produc- 
tive work; and instant personal and private communica- 
tion becomes available to every department. 


Teletalk Communication and Paging Systems place the 
farthest corner of the office or factory at the executive's 
elbow ... put ideas to work at once... reduce errors... 
increase inter-departmental cooperation. 


Teletalk systems are easy to install... operate directly 
from the light circuit. They are available in from 5 to 24 
stations and arean attractive addition to any office or desk. 


Technical information regarding all models, their appli- 
cation and installation, can be secured by referring to 
Sweet's Architectural Catalog, by conferring with any 
Graybar Electric House, or by writing to us. 


Licensed under U. S. Patents of Western Electric Company, In- 
corporated, and American Telephone and Telegraph Company. 


WEBSTER ELECTRIC COMPANY, Racine, Wis., U.S.A. + Established 1909 « Export 
Department: 100 Varick St., New York City » Cable Address: "“ARLAB" New York City 


WEBSTER ELECTRIC 


“Where Quality is a Responsibility and Fair Dealing an Obligation” 
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MAINTENANCE 
WITH 
COFFING 
TOOLS 


For the lifting or pulling prob- 
lems in the inevitable jobs that 
face your mainte- 
nance and con- 
struction depart- 
ments every day 
the Coffing Ratchet 
Lever ‘'Safety- 
Pull" Hoist can be 


cables, pulling 
poles, straighten- 
ing poles, pulling 
line wire, pulling ground rods, 
lowering conduit structures, 
pulling cable into manholes, 
pulling aerial cable for splic- 
ing and handling heavy central 
office equipment. 


f the most useful 
. tool on the truck. 
' ; Many practical 
€ ‘ : 

: & uses include pull- 
sf ing guy wires, pull- 
4 é ing messenger 
, 3 strand, lowering or 
: i raising heavy 

5 


Write today for Catalog T.G.6 


COFFING 
HOIST CO. 


DANVILLE, 
ILLINOIS 








Post-War 
Strategy 


(Continued from page 15) 





will have on the telephone industry, we 
may consider this phase of the problem 
in four parts: 


(1) Operating costs. 
(2) Rates. 

(3) Financial policies. 
(4) Markets. 


Governmental regulation is not new 
to the telephone industry, as it has 
been under the control of federal and 
state commissions for many years. 
Under this control the basis for rate 
structures has been defined and strictly 
interpreted, creating comparatively in- 
flexible per telephone income. In this 
respect, the telephone industry does not 
enjoy the same freedom of operation 
prevailing in other industries where 
prices are determined in a competitive 
market of supply and demand. This 
fact holds true, despite present govern- 
mental efforts to control the prices of 
most consumer items, and an analysis 
and comparison of telephone rate in- 
creases with commodity price increases 
would undoubtedly substantial 
commodity price increases as compared 
with telephone 


show 


rates. Consequently, 
during periods of inflation and high 
taxes, telephone operating companies 
are at a disadvantage since material, 
labor and operating costs in general 
increase disproportionately to operat- 
ing incomes despite the increase in 
number of subscribers and traffic. 

The current population and indus- 
trial shifts have substantially altered 
the economic characteristics of many 
communities, and these changes have 
been accelerated by the increase in in- 
dividual incomes and further compli- 
cated by scarcity of consumer goods. 
It, therefore, becomes necessary for 
each telephone operating company to 
study local conditions for the purpose 
of determining what the financial re- 
quirements will be for operating in the 
initial phase of the post-war period. A 
study of present telephone service char- 
acteristics in what appears to be a po- 
tential telephone market in any area in 
the post-war period, should be made. 

Individual Income Important 

The importance of individual in- 
comes and the effect they have on mar- 
kets cannot be stressed too strongly 


and should be a subject of continued 
observation because of the constantly 
changing nature of this factor. It is 
well to know whether the trend in any 
community is either inflationary de- 
flationary in character. 

An example of the effect of a defla- 
tionary period on the telephone market 
is evident by referring to the years 
1929 through 1933. The total number 
of telephones as of December 31, 1929 
was approximately 20 million, and in 
1933 there were 16.7 million, a decrease 
of approximately 3.3 million telephones, 
The total number of telephones did not 
reach 20 million until 1938. In other 
words, it required a period of five years 
for the telephone industry to make up 
the total number of telephones lost 
from 1929 to 1933. It is doubtful 
whether this substantial loss of tele- 
phone could have been 
averted or curtailed by operating com- 
panies, even though the trend was fully 
understood and appreciated. However, 
it is reasonable to suppose that, with a 
proper comprehension regarding the 
significance of the economic trend pre- 
ceding the depression years and its ul- 
timate relationship and effect on the 
telephone industry, the financial pol- 
icies of many operating companies 
would have been different from what 
they were. 


subscribers 


In normal times an upward income 
movement generally increases purchas- 
stimulates buying and 
creates potential consumers from the 
marginal group. The problem of ap- 
proximating the potentialities of the 
post-war telephone market would in- 


ing power, 


volve a consideration of current income 
conditions and their probable effect on 
the local economic situation after the 
war. 

National Income Figures Considered 

The study should include an analysis 
and comparison of national income sta- 
tistics with those prevailing in the local 
areas served. A determination must be 
made regarding the probable continua- 
tion of post-war incomes and whether 
it will approach current levels, or the 
extent of the variance up or down. 
Probably an analysis of this kind may 
reveal significant changes within the 
several income stratifications. 

For example, if it is found that the 
earnings movement has been upward 
generally but more pronounced in the 
lower income level, it would indicate 
potential subscribers in that group, or 
it might create new subscribers for a 
new type of service. However, the pos- 
sible variation and implications of in- 
come changes are so numerous and 
complex that a detailed discussion of 
them cannot be made in this presen- 
tation. 

(To be concluded) 
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Farm Bureau Aids Company 
in Service Applications 

A desire to be fair to prospective 
telephone subscribers and at the same 
time to comply strictly with priority 
reguiations prompted the Orange 
County Telephone Co., Middletown, 


N. Y., to consult with the local farm 
bureau in deciding whether an indi- 
vidual is entitled to telephone service 
under the regulation provided in WPB 
Order U-2, paragraph (c) (2) (iii) 
which reads as follows: “To provide 


service required by producers of sub- 
stantial quantities of food where such 
service is essential to such producer’s 
operations.” 

Frank D. Fancher, general manager 
of the Orange County company, states 
that the farm bureau is very coopera- 
tive and is of great assistance to the 
company in handling applications for 
telephone service from farmers and 
others producing food. 


VV 


Frank B. Warren Appointed 
R.C.A. General Counsel 

Frank B. Warren, formerly assistant 
counsel of the Federal Communications 
Commission, has been appointed gen- 
eral counsel of R.C.A. Communications, 
Inc., William A. Winterbottom, vice 
president and general manager, an- 
nounced April 2. 

Mr. Warren served from 1919 to 
1931 as secretary and rate expert with 
the Nevada Public Service Commission. 
He then became attorney examiner of 
the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
a position he held for two years. For 
three and one half years he was with 
the Reconstruction Finance Corp. as 
attorney, following which he joined the 
staff of the FCC as principal attorney 
in the common carrier division. 

For the last two years of his associa- 
tion with the FCC, he was in charge of 
all telephone cases for the law depart- 
ment. For the past year, Mr. Warren 
has been assistant general solicitor of 
the National Association of Railroad 
and Utility Commissioners. 

He was born at Chippewa Falls, 
Wis., July 19, 1896, and after graduat- 
ing from high school, attended the 
University of Nevada, Engineering 
School. During the first World War he 
served in the U. S. Army Air Service. 


Vv 
Heads Streator (Ill.) Rotary 


R. N. CoLe, general superintendent 
of the Illinois Valley Telephone Co., 
Streator, Il., has been elected presi- 
dent of the Streator Rotary Club for 
the coming year. Mr. Cole has been in 
Streator only a short time, hence the 
honor was a tribute to Mr. Cole per- 
sonally. 
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TO SALVAGE THE UNUSED OBSOLETE 
EQUIPMENT YOU HAVE STORED AWAY 


THE MARK 
OF QUALITY 
IN 
REBUILDING 
SERVICE 


R. built 





AUTOM 





ATIC @ E 


$ OF STROWGER STEP 


Those telephones you have piled up 
in your store room, or on the junk heap 
waiting to be carted away, are worth 
money. They, or the parts in them, are 
worth rebuilding or modernizing—espe- 
cially the AR way. This goes for switch- 
ing equipment, too. 


Under today's conditions, with new 
equipment being reserved for Uncle Sam, 
the best way to keep your exchange "up 
to par’ is to make use of the convenient 
Autelco Rebuilding service. It's the best 
way to improve your service, too. For, 
AR doesn't mean just repairing or renew- 
ing — it means stripping old equipment 
"down to the ground" and rebuilding it 
completely. Factory methods and trained 
telephone builders do the job. 


NOTE: Orders for Autelco Rebuilding may 
qualify for priority rating under Maintenance 
and Repair. Please include priority certification 
with all orders. 





LECTRIC 


BY.STEP MACHIN 





MAKERS OF TELEPHONE, SIGNALING AND COMMUNICATION APPARATUS 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, DESIGNERS AND CONSULTANTS 





Distributors in U. S. and Possessions: 


AMERICAN AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC SALES COMPANY, 
1033 W. Van Buren St., Chicago, U. S. A. 
Export Distributors: AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC SALES COMPANY, LIMITED 
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Booklet on Care of Tools 

Issued by Mathias Klein 

As a contribution to 
wxsureto  =tool conservation, Ma- 
thias Klein & Sons, 
3200 Belmont Ave., 
Chicago, Ill., have is- 
sued a pocket-size book- 
let of 24 pages, on the 
proper care of tools 
containing suggestions 
for their safe _ use. 
This ‘booklet is illustrated with many 
sketches, and it contains valuable sug- 
gestions on how to make tools last 
longer and give better service. A copy 
will be sent without charge by the 
manufacturer to anyone requesting it. 


VV 
Post-War Jobs for Fighters 
Assured, Says W. M. Angle 
The eighth day of the week—time 


snatched from their personal lives by 
production men, 





salesmen and en- 
gineers—is being spent by American 
industry now to assure the fighting men 
of the return 
home. This was the message beamed to 
the armed forces on April 11 by Wes- 
ley M. Angle, president of the Strom- 
berg-Carlson Co., Rochester, N. Y., as 


nation jobs when they 


For dependable anchoring with hold- 
ing power always in excess of rated 
capacities to meet unusual strains. 


Sy) 





WESLEY M. ANGLE 

one of a series of such messages to the 
armed forces by leading industrialists. 

Mr. Angle told service men that not 
only would his own company be ready 
for the job of replacing civilian com- 
modities now rapidly wearing out, but 
so would his competitors and also all 
of American industry, which is now 
one huge munitions industry. 


He pointed out that in the last war 
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it took his company three full years to 
replace civilian material that had worn 
out. Because of American industry’s 
wholesale conversion away from con- 
sumer goods to weapons of wai, he 
said, it would take much longer after 
this war. 

In concluding the transoceanic broad- 
cast, he assured the service men that 
the skills they were learning in the 
Army and Navy were going to make 
better and more sought after workmen 
after the war. 


Vv 


Western Electric Executive On 
Regional War Labor Board 

On February 6, F. J. Hammel, per- 
sonnel relations manager of the West- 
ern Electric Co.’s Kearny Works, was 
appointed a member of the Regional 
War Labor Board No. 2 which was set 
up by the National War Labor Board 
to give rulings in labor disputes and in 
voluntary wage adjustment cases in 
New York state and northern New 
Jersey. 

Mr. Hammel is a representative of 
industry on this board which functions 
as a supreme court for labor disputes 
and which passes on virtually all pay 
increases and reductions in the region. 
Besides representing industry, other 
members of the Regional War Labor 
Board represent the public, the AFL 
and the CIO. 


Vv 


Trevillion and Campbell 
Represent Kellogg in lowa 
Besides Jim Trevillion’s duties as 
Kellogg service representative in lowa 
he is also assisting the war effort as a 
member of the Civilian Air Patrol. 
Long an aviation enthusiast, Mr. 
Trevillion has for some time possessed 
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a pilot’s license. Availing himself of 
every opportunity to add to his flying 
hours, he soon became as proficient a 
pilot as he was telephone man. When 
the zovernment created the Civilian 
Air Patrol, he was among the first to 
offer his services, which were promptly 
accepted. 
* * * 

Jonn A. Campbell, telephone man 
since 1903, was recently appointed a 
Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co. 
representative in Iowa. Mr. Campbell’s 





JOHN A. CAMPBELL 


efforts will augment those of Jim Tre- 
villion and he will be assigned prin- 
cipally to the northern portion of that 
state. 

Mr. Campbell entered the telephone 
field 40 years ago, as an employe of 
the Winona Telephone Co.” of Wini- 
mac, Ind. Since that time, he has been 
consistently associated with the indus- 
try. 


Vv 


Admiral Hooper Joins 
Automatic Electric 

Rear Admiral Stanford Caldwell 
Hooper, USN (Ret.), a leading figure 
in the fields of naval and international 
radio communication, is establishing an 
office in New York City where he will 
carry on business as a consultant for a 
limited number of firms to whom his 
technical knowledge and experience 
will be of value. Automatic Electric 
Company, Chicago, will be one of his 
clients. 

Admiral Hooper retired on March 
15 from active service in the United 
States Navy, completing a distinguished 
career which has included leading 
posts in naval radio and communication 
engineering and administration. Since 
June, 1942, and until his recent retire- 
ment from the Navy, he held the post 
of general consultant for radio, radar 
and underwater sound equipment for 
the Navy. 
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iU. 8S. Navy Photo 
ADMIRAL STANFORD C. HOOPER 


Admiral Hooper graduated from the 
United States Naval Academy in 1905. 
Commissioned as ensign, he steadily ad- 
vanced through the grades, being ap- 
pointed rear admiral in 1938. His con- 
tributions to science and _ its 
applications to naval uses date back to 
well before World War I. In 1912 as 
first United States fleet radio officer 
and later as head of the radio division 
of the Navy Department, he was in- 


radio 


strumental in perfecting radio commu- 
nication for the Navy, placing it on 
such a firm footing that the United 
States became recognized for its lead- 
ership in this field. 

Admiral Hooper has served with dis- 
tinction in many important posts, not 
only directly for the United States 
Navy but also in the field of interna- 
tional radio. He was chief engineer of 
the Federal Radio Commission during 
1927-1928; director of naval communi- 
cation, 1928-1934; director of the tech- 
nical division of naval operations, and 
the chairman of the naval research 
during 1934-1939. He also 
served as United States delegate to the 
International Radio Conference at The 
Hague, Bucharest, Lisbon, Cairo, San- 
tiago, Chile (1940). 

His honors include the Navy Cross, 
Mexican Campaign Medal (U. S.), Le- 
gion of Honor (France), Victory Medal 
World War I, International Radio En- 
gineers Gold Medal (1934), and the 
Marconi Medal of Merit (1939). 


Vv 


Army-Navy "E" Awarded to 
Federal's Laboratories 
Presentation of the Army-Navy “E”’ 
pennant to the laboratories division of 
Federal Telephone & Radio Corp., 
manufacturing affiliate of International 
Telephone & Telegraph Corp., was 
made April 20 at the International 
Telephone Building in New York City. 
Col. Ira H. Treest of the U. S. Army 
Signal Corps, was the principal speaker. 
The award was accepted for the 
company by Maj. Gen. George S. Gibbs, 
vice chairman of Federal corporation, 


division 


and for the employes of the lalora- 
tories by W. E. Boehle. Lt. Jolin D. 
Lodge, of the United States Nava! Re- 
serve, presented “E” pins to rvpre- 
sentatives of the employes. 

The laboratories are engaged 100 
per cent in the development and pro- 
duction of technical equipment fo: the 
armed forces. 


Vv 


Elected Vice President of 
Philco's Battery Division 


M. W. Heinritz of Trenton, N. J.. 
has been named vice _ preside: in 
charge of the storage battery division 


of Phileo Corp., it was announced re- 
cently. 

Mr. Heinritz, who joined Philco in 
1922, was born in Clinton, Mass. Dur- 
ing the last war he served in the Signal 
Corps and then returned to the Wor- 
cester Polytechnic Institute from which 
he was graduated in 1920. Mr. Hein- 
ritz’s first assignment with Philco was 
the sale of storage batteries to the min- 
West Vir- 
Thereafter he was transferred 
to Pittsburgh and, later, to the Chi- 


ing industry in northern 


ginia. 


cago branch office to handle sales. 

In January, 1938, he was named 
general manager of the Philco storage 
battery division with offices in Phila- 
delphia. Under his leadership the ac- 
tivities of the storage battery division 
grew to such an extent that increased 
production facilities were needed. Ac- 
cordingly, a plant with much larger 
capacity was obtained in Trenton, N. 
J., and the battery division of the com- 
pany was moved there late in 1941. 

In recognition of its war production 
record, the battery division was award- 
ed the Army-Navy “E” on October 7, 
1942, and received the “E” Star on 
April 16 of this year for continued 
production excellence during the inter- 
vening six months. 
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COMING TELEPHONE 
MEETINGS 


Pennsylvania Independent Tele- 
plone Association, Webster Hall 
Hotel, Pittsburgh, May 13 and 14. 


Wisconsin Locally Owned Tele- 
phone Group, Park Hotel, Madi- 
son, May 18. 


Wisconsin State Telephone As- 
sociation, Park Hotel, Madison, 
May 19 and 20. 


New York State Telephone As- 
sociation, Hotel Syracuse, Syra- 


cuse, May 26 and 27. 


Oregon Independent Telephone 
(ssociation and Washington Inde- 
Telephone 


pendent Association, 


Joint Convention in Spokane, 
Wash., Davenport Hotel, June 18 


and 19, 


Independent Tele- 
phone Association, Miramar Hotel, 
Santa Monica, June 24 and 25. 


California 














Communication Magazines Listed 
As Essential Activity 

The War Manpower Commission has 
issued a revised list of essential indus- 
tries and activities as of April 17, in 
which are included the following: 


Communication Services: Magazines 
of general circulation which are de- 
voted primarily to the dissemination of 
public information; newspapers and 
news syndicates; production of motion 
pictures (including technical and voca- 
tional training films for the Army, 
Navy, and war production industries) ; 
protective signal systems which supple- 
ment fire and police protection to mili- 
tary, public and private industrial and 
commercial establishments; radio broad- 
casting; radio communications (radio- 
telephone and radiotelegraph); sub- 
marine cable; telegraph; telephone; 
television. 

Technical, Scientific and Manage- 
ment Services: The applying of tech- 
nical, scientific and management serv- 
ices to establishments engaged in war 
production; union-management negoti- 
ation services, and the publication of 
technical and scientific books and jour- 


nals. 
Vv 
Manager at Devils Lake, N. D. 


C. O. FIELD is the new manager of 
the district office of the Central Elec- 
tric & Telephone Co. in Devils Lake, 
N. D., succeeding J. C. CROOKHAM 
who resigned to enter the armed forces. 
Mr. Field managed the Devils Lake 
office from 1932 to 1939 when he was 
transferred to Charlottesville, Va., later 
to Sioux City, Iowa, and then to Sioux 
Falls, S. D., where he served as com- 
mercial engineer for the Central Elec- 
tric company. 
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Moves to Rockwell City, lowa 

CARLETON HAVEN is the new district 
manager of the Rockwell City (lowa) 
offices of the Iowa Continental Tele- 
phone Co. whose headquarters are lo- 
cated at Grinnell, replacing D. J. 
PAISLEY, now an officer in the armed 
forces. Mr. Haven went to Rockwell 
City from Pittsfield, Ill., where he was 
plant superintendent of the Pike County 
Telephone Co. there. 


VV 
Elected Alumni Head 


Election of WALTER S. GIFFORD of 
New York, president of the American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., as presi- 
dent of the Harvard Alumni Associa- 
tion to serve a one-year term was an- 
nounced by the university. He succeeds 
Joseph Clark Grew, former ambassador 
to Japan. Mr. Gifford is also national 
chairman of the American Red Cross 
1943 War Fund. 


Vv 


Addresses Kiwanis Group 

Some of the many wartime problems 
confronting telephone companies was 
the subject of an address before the 
Kiwanis Club by AL SEWARD, manager 


of the Tallahassee (Fla.) exchange of 
the Southeastern Telephone Co. 
Vv 


Reports for Duty 

CECIL EUGENE WRIGHT, former em- 
ploye of the Missouri Telephone Co., 
Columbia, Mo., has just finished his 
work in the naval training school at 
Norman, Okla., and is now on his way 
to report for duty on the east coast. 


Vv 


Obituaries 

R. H. ANDREWS, 77, who owned 
and operated the Okolona (Ark.) Tele- 
phone Co. until two years ago, died at 
his home in Okolona April 26. 


FRED H. ALEXANDER, founder in 1902 
of the Platte Valley Telephone Co. at 
Scottsbluff, Neb., died April 28 at Fort 
Myers, Fla., where he had been spend- 
ing his winters in recent years. Mr. 
Alexander operated the company from 
headquarter offices in Gering, his first 
directory telephones in 
Gering and 22 in Scottsbluff. 


showing 19 


He sold his interests in 1919 to Eben 
D. Warner. Later John B. Cook pur- 
chased and extended the properties, 
which he sold later to Chicago inter- 
ests. Otto W. Fuerst, president of the 
Nebraska Telephone Association, is in 
charge of the company’s 17 exchanges. 
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USITA Spring 
Conference 


(Concluded from page 11) 





traffic problems as now, and that it 
is necessary for telephone manage- 
ment to maintain and build up the 
morale of the operating force. She 
urged all companies to thoroughly 
train all new operators and to have a 
sympathetic understanding of the diffi- 
culties they face in handling the count- 
less telephone calls today. 

She said it is necessary to encourage 
the girls and to compliment them on 
their achievements for such encourage- 
ment means a lot to them. She appealed 
to operators to stay on their jobs and 
in case they do change positions, not 
to leave the telephone company without 
reasonable notice. Failing to do so 
works a tremendous hardship on the 
company and throws a burden on the 
rest of the traffic force to carry on 
until a new employe can be secured 
and trained. 

Mrs. Workman reminded operators 
that over a long period of time tele- 
phone jobs have proved stable and that 
working conditions are especially pleas- 
ant, therefore, she said, they should 
give serious consideration to what they 
are giving up should the temptation 
arise to accept another position that 
pays more for war work—and then on 
a temporary basis. 

The conference adjourned late on 
Friday afternoon, April 23. 


Vv 


Bixby (Okla.) Telephone Man 
Shoots and Kills Self 

James A. Schooler, 64, owner of the 
Bixby (Okla.,) Telephone Co., shot and 
killed himself at his home in Bixby, 
April 22, according to a special news 
dispatch to the Tulsa World. 

Friends stated that he had been in 
poor health for some time and had ex- 
perienced difficulties in meeting em- 
ployment shortages in his business due 
to the war. However, reports at the 
office of the Oklahoma corporation com- 
mission showed that his telephone busi- 
ness was in good condition. 

Mr. Schooler had owned and operated 
the Bixby exchange for 14 years. Prior 
to that he served first as wire chief of 
the Sand Springs (Okla.) Telephone 
Co. and later as part owner of the We- 
tumka exchange and the Southwest 
Telephone Co. and manager at the Med- 
ford and Skiatook telephone exchanges. 


Survivors include his widow, Mrs. 
Laura Schooler, and a ma 
daughter at Ponca City, Okla. 


ried 


Vv 


FCC Chairman Fly Upholds 
Private Ownership 

In his speech before the war confer- 
ence of the National Association of 
Broadcasters in Chicago, Apri] 28, 
Chairman James L. Fly of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission reit- 
erated his own stand on the necessity 
for continuing private ownership in 
the communications industry during 
war as in peace. Chairman Fly said: 


Before war actually came, there 
were those—and as the record clearly 
shows I was never one of their number 
—who believed that our communica- 
tions structure could not survive in pri- 
vate ownership during a war, and who 
thought it inevitable that now, as dur- 
ing the first world war, telephone, tele- 
graph, and perhaps radio broadcasting 
would have to be “taken over.” Since 
my first appointment to the commis- 
sion, I have firmly opposed that phil- 
osophy, and time, I think, has shown 
that it was a wholly mistaken notion. 
Experience has shown what I, along 
with all other responsible government 
administrators, have always believed, 
that private broadcasting, in war as in 
peace, is a main bulwark of American 
democracy. 
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Bulwinkle 
has been delayed somewhat in organiz- 
ing his sub-committee because of some 
minor fuss over Republican member- 
ship. But he is quite sincere in his an- 


winkle of North Carolina. 


nounced desire to give the bill prompt 
attention. You may be sure that his 
group at least will not stall. And if 
Chairman Lea does not succeed in stall- 
ing the bill in the committee as a 
whole, House passage under the pre- 
vailing circumstances 
likely. 

Indeed, Lea’s committee is now about 
the only thing that can save the admin- 
istration’s position as far as the House 
is concerned. Most of the members out- 
side of the committee seem only too 
eager for a chance to vote on it—or so 


seems quite 


they say informally in the congres- 
sional corridors. 

Therefore, to conclude this summary 
on the status of the FCC in its rela- 
tions to Congress, the chances are now 
probably better than even that Con- 
gress will pass a law reorganizing the 
Fede ral Communications Commission. 
And unless a presidential veto inter- 
venes to save him, it looks like Chair- 
man Fly is due for his “come uppance.” 
There are some who even say “over- 
due.” 


One reader of this department has 
recently written in to inquire as to 
what effect, if any, the so-called pay- 
as-you-go or Rum! tax plan would have 
on corporate income taxes, such as 
those paid by telephone companies. 
Since very little light has been thrown 
on this point despite the volume of dis- 
cussion on the controversial pay-as-you- 
go plan, it might be profitable to ac- 
quaint other readers with the outlook 
on the corporate tax situation. 

First of all, the Ruml-Carlson bill, 
which embraces the pure form, so to 
speak, or the Ruml theory of forgiving 
a whole year’s taxes, does not apply to 
corporate income tax. It only applies 
to individual income taxes paid by 
wage and salary earners, which can be 
collected at the source. The Doughton 
compromise bill, which was introduced 
last week by the House Ways and 
Means Committee, follows the same 
pattern with respect to corporate in- 
come taxes. In other words, there is 
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no controversy on this point whatever. 
Corporations will continue on the old 
accrual basis, regardless of whether or 
not Congress decides to put individual 
income on a pay-as-you-go basis. The 
reason for this is the difficulty of ascer- 
taining the amount of tax liability of 
a business corporation during the 
period when the liability is still being 
incurred. 

For example, a corporation has to 
wind up its calendar or fiscal year, 
close its books, and in some cases take 
inventory before it can find out defi- 
nitely whether it has made money or 
lost money and whether, therefore, it 
has to pay any income taxes at all, and 
how much. The only way business cor- 
porations could be placed on a “pay- 
as-you-go basis” would be to make an 
arbitrary assumption that the com- 
pany’s tax liability will be about the 
same this year as it was last year, and 
then figure out the difference, if any, 
at the end of the year and make adjust- 
ments accordingly. 

Obviously, the clumsiness of such 
procedure would outweigh the mere 
theoretical advantage of a corporation 
paying its taxes as it goes along. The 
entire basis for the agitation in favor 
of pay-as-you-go taxation has been the 
difficulty of collecting taxes from in- 
dividuals a year after they have ac- 
crued. Since individual income taxed 
at the source provides not only a con- 
venient means of collection but also a 
fairly definite basis for assessment, 
some form of pay-as-you-go is more de- 
sirable in the case of individual income 
tax. 

Business corporations, on the other 
hand, have long followed the practice, 
generally speaking, of laying aside re- 
serves for tax-paying purposes during 
the year in which earnings have ac- 
cumulated. This is, in itself, a sort of 
voluntary pay-as-you-go and works out 
the same way. Unfortunately, indi- 
viduals are not always so foresighted 
and provident. If they were, there 
would be little need of agitation for 
pay-as-you-go legislation. 


Vv 


Marksmanship Training for 
Potential Service Men 

All Indiana Bell Telephone Co. men 
in Indianapolis anticipating military or 
armed militia service are to have an 
opportunity to receive marksmanship 
training in advance of their call to the 
colors. A rifle range has been set up 
in one of the old offices of the company 
for the potential service men. 

This has been arranged by Noah 
Brewer, president of the Bell Conser- 
vation Club, Inc., of Indianapolis, in 
cooperation with the National Rifle As- 
sociation and the War Department. 
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Ohio “War 
Conference" 


(Covcluded from page 18) 





Utilities’? was the subject of an address 
by Frank C. Dunbar Jr., Columbus at- 
torney. Mr. Dunbar emphasized that 
modern warfare is devastatingly expen- 
sive, that all Americans realize high 
taxes are inevitable and a necessity and 
are willing to bear, without complaint, 
their full share of the common burden. 
However, high general levels of taxa- 
tion including that on income and near- 
confiscatory taxation of war-induced 
extra profits, does not solve the prac- 
tical problem of distributing the com- 
monly accepted burden and of apply- 
ing the principles underlying it, he 
said. Rather, the very fact that tax 
rates are high creates new and special 
problems and all Americans have the 
right to insist that the at-best heavy 
burden be not imposed in such ways as 
to operate upon a few 
taxpayers. 


oppressively 


Furthermore, Mr. Dunbar stated, the 





dependable 


Cedar Poles 
MICHIGAN POLE & TIE CO. 








NEWBERRY—GRAND RAPIDS 
MICHIGAN 











POLES 





B. J. Carney & Co., 100 N. 7th St., 
Minneapolis, Minn.—Western red cedar 
poles. Pentrex Butt Treated or Plain. 








Cc. M. Christiansen Co., Pheips, Wis.— 
Northern White Cedar Poles, plain or 
butt treated. Quotations on request. 








international Creosoting and Construc- 
tlon Co., Galveston, Texas.—Creosoted 
Southern Yellow Pine Poles. Plants: 
Beaumont and Texarkana, Texas. 








MacGillis & Gibbs Company, Milwau- 
kee, Wis.—Northern White and Western 
Red Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 
Immediate quotations on request. 








T. M. Partridge Lumber Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn.—Northern White—Western 
Red Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 








Pensacola Creosoting Company, Pen- 
sacola, Fla. — Creosoted Southern Pine 
Poles of Superior Long Leaf Quality. 








Valentine Clark Corporation, 2516 Dos- 
well Ave., St. Paul, Minn.—Finished 
Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 
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people have a right to insist that the 
heavy burdens which are imposed in 
the name of wartime necessity be not 
used under disguise merely but really 
to achieve supposedly desirable social 
objectives of theorists or would-be re- 
formers who seek to penalize certain 
classes of people or types of business. 
Unfortunately, he declared, the atti- 
tude of the treasury, up to this time, 
has been a high-handed one—one of 
“soak ’em and soak ’em hard” without 
regard to whether or not the blows in- 
flicted might operate to kill off many of 
the ‘“‘taxpaying geese that lay the 
golden tax-eggs.”’ 

However, said Mr. Dunbar, Congress 
has at last showed concrete evidence of 
awakening to its responsibilities. It 
apparently realizes that this is still 
essentially a nation of free enterprise; 
that if the nation’s full productive po- 
tential is to be realized, punitive taxa- 
tion of business men and corporate en- 
terprises must cease. 

Mr. Dunbar closed by outlining re- 
cent favorable changes in the tax laws, 
which indicate that Congress has at- 
tempted to mitigate unreasonable hard- 
ships. 

L. M. Berry, Dayton, president, L. M. 
Berry & Co., spoke on “Conservation 
and Economy in the Directory Depart- 
ment.”’ He discussed the recent order 
of WPB which directed, with certain 
limitations, that all paper used in print- 
ing be reduced in weight so that not in 
excess of 90 per cent of the amount of 
paper consumed in the first quarter of 
1941—tthe base period—would be con- 
sumed in the first quarter of 1943. 


LOOMIS 


ADVERTISING CO. 


ECR HO 
30 Vitel 
: Tu (1A, 


DEER 


in 


A SALES/ORGANIZATION 


That Has Never Failed to 

Produce More Net Revenue 

(All Costs Considered) for 

Telephone Companies Served. 
tf INTERESTED in more net 


telephone directory revenue 
write or call at our expense. 


LOOMIS ADVERTISING CO. 


Citizens Trust Bidg., 135 So. Second St., 
Fort Wayne, ind. Philadelphia, Pa. 





He also explained the amendment to 
that order which exempted from it 
“printed matter produced by or for 
the account of any public utility com- 
pany for the functional operation of 


public utilities, including . . . commu- 
nication companies. .. .”’ 
However, he said WPB indicated 


that telephone directories could not be 
considered wholly for functional pur- 
poses because of the advertising car- 
ried in them. In order for telephone 
companies to lessen the possibility of 
having the advertising portion of the 
classified section of their directories 
disturbed, it is absolutely necessary for 
the industry to take steps to reduce 
the amount of paper used in the direc- 
tory by other methods. 

Mr. Berry stated that he thought 
that if a 10 to 15 per cent reduction in 
the use of paper for directories were 
attained, it would be satisfactory. He 
outlined specific ways for paper used 
in directories to be conserved and in- 
asmuch as they were so complete and 
practical, that part of his address will 
be published in an early issue. 





ATLANTIC 
Creesoting Co., Inc., 17 Battery Pi., N.Y. C. 
Creosoted Pine Poles 
Crossarms . . Conduit 


PLANTS AND OFFICES: 
New Orleans, La. Jackson, Tenn. Boston, Mase. 
Winnfield, La. Louisville, Miss. New vere, N.Y. 
Norfolk, Va. Savannah, Ga. Philadeiphia, Pa. 
Annapolis, Md. Chicage, tl. 








Frank F. Fowle & Co. 


Electrical and Mechanical 
ENGINEERS 


35 East Wocker Drive CHICAGO 








ACCOUNTING 


HERDRICH and BOGGS 
Certified Public Accountants 
803 Electric Buliding 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 











J. WW. WOPAT 


Consulting Engineer 
Telephone Engineering 
Construction Supervision 
Appraisals—Financial 
Rate Investigations 
1510 Lincoin Bank Tower Fort Wayne, Ind. 








J. G. WRAY & CO. 


TELEPHONE ENGINEERS 
Specialists in Appraisals, Rate Surveys, 
Financial Investigations, Organization, 
and Operation of Teleph Compani 


3324 Bankers Bldg., Chicago 
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Classified Seetion 


Rates 10 cents per word payable in advance. 
Minimum charge $2.00 for 20 words or less. 








HELP WANTED 


WANTED: Wire Chief for common 


battery exchange 2200 stations; also 
outside maintenance man for common 
battery and magneto. Positions per- 


manent. Present men being inducted in 
army. Independent company in west- 
ern Illinois. Working conditions and 
wages good. Write, giving full particu- 
lars with present wage, to Box No. 
9165, c/o TELEPHONY. 


POSITIONS WANTED 


POSITION WANTED: By capable, 
experienced auditor, complete informa- 
tion and reference on request. Write 
W. G. Snapp, 1031 Florida Ave., Bris- 
tol, Tenn. 


PERMANENT POSITION wanted by 
telephone man 53 years old, 26 years’ 
telephone work—digging holes, line- 
man, construction foreman, wire chief, 
manager city of 7,000 and five tow ns, 
2,750 stations, plant superintendent of 
two counties. References. Write H. I 
Miller, 615 S. Nottawa, Sturgis, Michi- 
gan. 


POSITION WANTED: 





As foreman 


or plant Supt. 23 years experience. 
Maintenance and Construction. Can 
give references. Write Box No. 9166, 


c/o TELEPHONY. 





STEWART CABLE TESTER & CABLE 
LOCATOR COMBINED . 
Locates all cable troubles ex- 
cept opens. Also locates the 
exact position of buried cable 
and just how deep it is buried. 
Sent on trial. 
STEWART BROS. 
Ottawa, Illinois 











FOR SALE 


FOR SALE: Full reels of new West- 
ern Electric cable as follows: 
1600 ft. 1 reel 202 pairs 22 ga. 
3500 ft. 1 reel 101 pairs 26 ga. 
3300 ft. 1 reel 101 pairs 24 ga. 
8400 ft. 2 reels 51 pairs 26 ga. 
4200 ft. 1 reel 51 pairs 24 ga. 
1100 ft. 1 reel 606 pairs 24 ga. 
Priced right — Preference rating AA-5 





required. Write, Carolina Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., Inc., Tarboro, N. Caro- 
lina. 


@ DIRECTORY PRINTING 


With a volume that provides special- 
ized attention and economical 
duction—with room for more. 


pro- 
Write 


E. W. STEPHENS CO., Columbia, Mo. 














WANTED TO BUY 


Two used or new Burgess Acoustic 
telephone booths. Will pay any reason- 
able price. Require booths as soon as 


possible. Write R. Krasberg & Sons 
Mfg. Co., 2501 W. Homer St., Chicago, 
Il. 


Two position common battery P.B.X. 
160 lines, 5 to 10 trunks. Furnish 
complete specifications and price. Write 
The Lima Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
122 S. Elizabeth St., Lima, Ohio. 





The Plant Man's 
Notebook 


(Concluded from page 19) 








RECONDITIONED 


MECHANICAL SIGNALS 











A. E. CO. 


D-281075 
10 OR 20 PER STRIP 
MOUNTINGS 





W. E. CO. 


No. 42 ON No. 77-79 OR 105 MTGS. 


BUCKEYE TELEPHONE and SUPPLY COMPANY 


COLUMBUS, 


KELLOGG 


CODE No. 12 ON 
No. 200 OR No. 465 
MOUNTINGS 


OHIO 
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men in the field as to their experience 
in connection with power crosses and 
the type of protection which they con- 
necessary. Undoubtedly, we will 
have a need for this information when 
REA lines have aged a few more years, 


sider 


The following were visitors of the 
Plant Engineering Agency in Philadel- 
phia recently: Stewart Wright of the 
National Telephone Supply Co.; John 
Jaap of the Cook Electric Co.; 
Morse of the 
Leonard Ruggles of the Automatic 
Electric Co.; H. D. Hurlbut of the Kel- 
logg Switchboard & Supply Co. and C. 
H. Heston of the Stromberg-Carlson Co. 


George 
Reliable Electric Co.; 


’ 


I wonder why someone does not in- 
vent a telephone booth of the weather- 
proof variety for use outdoors? A 
booth of this type could certainly be 
used to great advantage especially in 


| wartime. 


* 


Voice recorders mounted in automo- 
biles could also be used advantageously 
for line inspectors to make notes. This 
would be better than taking pencil notes 
as the inspector could talk into the re 
corder while watching the line. 


* 


An interesting letter from a foreign 
manufacturer agrees that one-pair and 
two-pair cable will be extensively used 
after the war to replace drop wire for 
distribution. The use of paper is ques- 
tioned and plastic insulation with lead 
covering is mentioned as a possibility. 
I am inclined to agree with this pré 
diction. 

This manufacturer also makes men- 
tion of the fact that they have used for 
over seven years a self-supporting one- 
pair cable which is used in the same 
manner as drop The cable is 
strung from a pole to the house and 
along the walls directly to the tele- 
phone instrument. 


wire. 


This is all most interesting and it is 
hoped that ideas such as these will be 
used to advantage in our telephone ex- 
changes of the future. 


* * 


Sign of the times: Seen on a truck 
in Philadelphia—‘We haul dead Japs 
free.” 


TELEPHONY 





